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“Be, 


present uv all things 


and thankful fox all things.’ 


— Maya Angelou 





BEFORE AND AFTER. 
PRE AND POST. 


There’s a lot of rhetoric swirling around these terms 
right now, as people try to come to terms with the 
strange times we have been through, during the 
COVID pandemic and wonder out loud how they 
might change us individually and collectively. 


But whether it’s the federal election or 
a plan for relocating to the greener spaces 
outside of the city, the idea of “framing” 
what has happened seems like a very 
adult thing to do. In my experience of 
working in schools for more than 30 years, 
teenagers are far less concerned about 
putting things into perspective than they 
are about living the moment. 


We spend a lot of time talking to them 
and teaching them about the importance 
of reflecting, drawing connections, and 
understanding context—all essential and 
valuable in the development of critical 
thinking, and the process of becoming 
an adult. But I would argue that we also 
have to learn from our students about 
fully embracing the present, seizing 
opportunities, and plunging into things. 


Over the course of the last many 
months of ever-changing protocols and 
unpredictability, I have watched in awe as 


students led the charge in thinking of new 
and creative ways to engage their peers in 
student life; supported each other within 
and across grades; and put smiles on our 
faces with their antics—from crazy hair to 


crazy giggling! 


They also impressed and moved us 
with their expressiveness through various 
forms of art, and with their struggles to 
come to terms with their place in the 
world. I think in particular of the frank 
and often difficult discussions that took 
place in the leadup to the online visit by 
Rabbi Lisa Grushcow and Dr. Amal Aisana, 
who shared their perspectives on how 
to have open and healthy conversations 
about socio-political issues. I think also 
of the special remarks made by Adrianna 
Kawennenha:wi Montour at this year’s 
sraduation and closing ceremony, as she 
spoke so eloquently about her connection 
to her Kahnawa:ke community, and 


about the challenges faced by indigenous 
communities across the country. 


Framing Adrianna’s introduction and 
providing a beautiful backdrop to the 
entire 2021 ceremony was the painting 
you see on the back cover of this issue 
of Victory. Thanks to an initiative from 
our Art Department, teachers, staff, and 
students across the school played a part 
in contributing to this piece by painting 
their own particular feather for it. We all 
loved the result, and wanted to showcase 
it at year end, because it captures so much 
about Traf: made up of so many different 
individual parts, coming together in 
colourful harmony, and inspiring us to 
take flight. 


Whether it’s collaborative art projects, 
our alumnae working to make the world 
a better place, or our partnership with 
McGill and plans for rebuilding education 
as we know it, Trafalgar uplifts us all. 
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IN THE FALL OF 2020 Trafalgar announced its plans 


for entering into a transformative partnership with 
McGill University’s Faculty of Education, moving to a nearby location while 
reviving historic Purvis Hall, and launching what will be The CoLab. 


THE EVOLUTION 
OF AN IDEA 


The last issue of Victory featured a sto- 
ry about the “Paper-Dress Project,” an 
inquiry-based learning project about 
Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
Women and Girls, which unfolded in a 
Trafalgar Grade 7 Science and Technolo- 
sy class over the course of a school year 
and into the next one. 


The project brought together professors in 
McGill’s Faculty of Education with Trafalgar 
teachers and students. As the team leaders 
involved later explained ina workshop ata 
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National Coalition of Girls’ Schools con- 
ference, “We had no idea what would 
occur: it was an emergent outcome, not 
a goal we worked towards.” 


While speaking about how the inquiry 
unfolded, this comment could equally 
apply to the process of teams from two 
established educational institutions com- 
ing together: everyone involved saw the 
benefits of collaborating regularly over 
an extended period of time, and wanted 
to build on and deepen the relationship. 


“It’s a very active 
partnership, and a very 
collaborative partnership. 
Our ability to work 
together is unique.” 


—Dr. Lisa Starr 
McGill Faculty of Education 





CONNECTING CAMPUSES 





In that way that “great ideas that are just meant to be”, happen, 
deepening Traf-McGill connections (building on along tradition 
of connections between the two institutions) dovetailed with 
the leadership at both Trafalgar and McGill doing some deep 
thinking around their respective physical assets. 


As Traf considered leveraging the potential of its Simpson Street 
property, McGill was in the process of developing a new cam- 
pus master-plan that included transforming the upper-west 
area. The master-plan envisioned welcoming “new neighbours” 


WHAT’S IN A NAME? 


But what IS the CoLab? A first of its 


into some of the historic buildings along Pine Avenue near Peel 
Street, including Purvis Hall. 


Aside from its stunning heritage features, Purvis boasts a sweep- 
ing terraced yard and coach house, just feet from the Faculty 
of Education. As Traf’s Building and Property Committee Co- 
Chair Christina Nacos’83 remarks, “we knew this was a golden 
opportunity, and we seized it.” 


While discussions about the Purvis opportunity got underway, 
Trafalgar commissioned 180 Studio—a design agency special- 
izing in educational projects—and Architex—a local Montreal 
architectural firm, with a deep understanding of the city- 
scape—to capture the potential of the space for, renewal, and 
for accommodating a new cutting-edge building for Traf. 


After many productive months of discussions with students, 
teachers, staff, and school leaders, these experts in their fields 
began sharing eagerly awaited renderings and other images 
with faculty, staff, Board members, and other stakeholders. 
Despite COVID restrictions and challenges the planning pro- 
cess with McGill, the city, the province, developers and others 
is well underway, and moving forward. 


As for the students themselves, their 


kind in Canada, the CoLab will integrate 
teacher training, classroom practice and 
cutting-edge pedagogical research. In- 
spired by laboratory school models at 
Oxford, Columbia, University of Chica- 
go, and UCLA, the CoLab aims to deliver 
a dynamic and collaborative learning en- 
vironment where secondary school and 
university educators will work together 
to transform the classroom, and so the 
future of teaching and learning. 


As Director of the Department of Inte- 
srated Studies in Education (the Faculty’s 
area for pedagogical practice) Dr. Lisa 
Starr explains, “When people hear the 
word lab they have a tendency to think 
white coats, one-way glass, observation, 


and clipboards—but that’s not at all what 
a lab school is. A lab school is a partner- 
ship between a school and a university, so 
both can capitalize on the research being 
done, and learn from each other.” 


Annie Brown, head of Trafalgar’s Eng- 
lish Language Arts department and the 
parent of two current Trafalgar students 
adds, “As a teacher, I can say that we are 
looking forward to acting as mentors and 
suides to future teachers through involv- 
ing them in deep, continuous classroom 
experiences. And as a parent of current 
Traf students, I can say that I know they 
and those who follow after them will 
only benefit from this interaction, and 
of course contribute to it.” 


eager participation in the design develop- 
ment process, excitement about ongoing 
“CoLab” projects with McGill faculty (such 
as one about designing a playground), 
and cheers outside Purvis Hall when their 
Girls for the Cure walk took them past it 
reflect the excitement and optimism that 
are in the air at Traf these days. 


Head Katherine Nikidis adds, “We aren't 
waiting until we are next door on campus 
to get started: the CoLab is now, because 
the collaborating is happening every day. 
Now more than ever people understand 
that the status quo in education is not 
viable, and I’m so proud that Traf and 
McGill are at the forefront, rebuilding 
education together.” 


SPECIAL ISSUE 2021 VICTORY 3 


THOUGHT 


CONVERGE AT 
TRAF SYMPOSIUM 


LEADERS 











FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: KATHERINE NIKIDIS, ROBERT MARTELLACCI, JESSICA MOSHER ’85, THUPTEN JINPA, DR. CLAUDIA MITCHELL, PASCALE 
FOURNIER, WILLIAM ST-HILAIRE, ANDRE-YANNE PARENT, LUCY RIDDELL, CARO LOUTFI, DR. CLAUDIA EPPERT, PATRICIA SAPUTO ’83 (MISSING FROM 


PHOTO: ANNABEL SOUTAR, AND SAM CHALTAIN) 


From Buddhist scholar Jinpa Langri’s keynote address, to 180 
Studio partner Sam Chaltain’s wrap-up questions, Trafalgar’s 
Symposium on Well-Being: The Future of Education, The Future 
of Humanity provided a forum for lively discourse. 


Co-Chaired by Dr. Claudia Mitchell (Director of 
McGill’s Institute for Human Development and 
Well-Being) and Lucy Riddell (Co-Vice-Chair of the 
R. Howard Webster Foundation and principal at Five 
Faces Design), and moderated by Trafalgar graduate 
Jessica Mosher (Executive Vice-President at Nelson), 
the February 2020 event brought together thought 
leaders ready to share insights about the power of 
learning to transform the individual, and society. 
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Judging by their questions and comments, the large 
audience of students, faculty, staff, parents, alumnae, 
and members of the wider Montreal community felt 
both engaged by the what they heard, and motivated 
to continue the conversations that began at Traf. 


Luckily, plans are already in the works for a “Sympo- 
sium 2.0,” which organizers from both Traf and 
McGill's Institute for Human Development and Well- 
Being look forward to co-hosting. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
BY DR. THUPTEN JINPA LANGRI 


Choosing well-being as a central organizing idea 
as Trafalgar embarks on this new journey of reimagining what 
the future of education could look like (at a time when they are 
also rethinking what the school will look like) is very strategic, 
and very insightful. It recognizes that the traditional idea of 
schools as being a place where the central focus is on academic 
excellence is no longer adequate. 


There is a famous neuroscientist, Richard Davidson, who says 
there are four keys to well-being: 


1. The first is RESILIENCE. That’s a no-brainer: the ability to 
be able to confront adversities and bounce back is one key 
factor. 


2. The second is what he calls OUTLOOK, which is really to 
have a positive outlook, to be able to see the positivity in 
the situation, and in others. The power of mindset and the 
attitude you bring make a big difference. 


3. Thethirdis about ATTENTION. It’s interesting that attention 
is listed as a key to well-being. And it makes sense because 
attention is a finite resource. We don't have infinite capacity 
for attention. How you use it, how you regulate it, really 
makes a huge difference. 


4. The fourth key that he talks about is generosity or 
KINDNESS. Kindness turns out to be a very important part 
of wellness. When we think about qualities like kindness and 
compassion, we tend to think only about something good 
for the other. We forget what neuroscience now shows us, 
which is the first person to benefit from an act of kindness is 
the person who initiates it. In fact, there are a lot of studies 
now showing that when compassion kicks in, the reward 
centres of the brain light up, just as when you're thinking of 
eating a chocolate. So there is clearly a kind of an elevation 
that is being experienced by the person. 


There is a beautiful quote from Mahatma Gandhi, who said 
“Compassion is a muscle that gets stronger through use”. 
That is really true. His Holiness the Dalai Lama has this 
phrase: educating the heart. He talks about how educating 
the heart and educating the mind should really go together. 
That’s when you can really create a fully educated individual. 


In the end, we do know from longitudinal studies coming from 
social-emotional literature that those who score quite well on 
emotional intelligence in their student years are much more 
successful in their adult life, both professionally as well as 
personally, in family relationships and all the rest. 





This is not at the expense of academic excellence, because 
academic excellence is a given; that is a premise on which we have 
to build. We cannot say academic excellence is less important. I 
think of academic excellence as being the foundation; we need 
to complement it with these other skills. 


In the compassion training that I developed, we use a mantra 
called Just Like Me; a powerful phrase. We like to think that 
each of us is so different. Yes, we are different. We all have 
unique backgrounds. But at a very fundamental level of human 
experience there’s nothing different. Why is my experience more 
important than someone else’s? This fundamental recognition 
of oneness is really powerful; as is finding this habit through 
living it. In the end, those who take kindness and caring for 
others seriously on a regular basis are going to be happier. [...] 
This is a learned skill. But we all have the seed in us. 


If we are not able to change the way we educate, the way we 
think about education, then the future of humanity will also 
suffer. I think joining the future of humanity with the future 
of education is really the right way to go. 


*An Adjunct Professor at McGill University, Thupten Jinpa Langri is a 
Tibetan Buddhist scholar, former monk and an academic of religious 
studies and both Eastern and Western philosophy. He has been the 
principal English translator to the Dalai Lama since 1985. 
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RETHINKING “SCHOOL” 
IN A GLOBAL PANDEMIC 


On March 18th 2020 an urgent 
message went out to all Trafalgar families: 
due to concerns about the rapid spread of 
COVID-19, staff and students would not 
return to campus after the Break as ex- 
pected, but would instead move to online 
teaching and learning. 


And so it began. Who knew then that what 
seemed like a temporary measure would 
continue for many more weeks, and then 
months? But even without a sense of the 
magnitude of the quarantine, the Traf 
learning community began exploring new 
ways of “doing school” with fortitude, and 
even a sense of adventure. 


A dynamic group of faculty and staff 
on the school’s Technology Committee 
sprung into action, sharing guidance, ad- 
vice, resources, and hugely entertaining 
videos with their colleagues; Traf Prefects 
and the rest of the student leadership 
team worked tirelessly to keep their 
peers engaged, connected, and thinking 
positively; and parents, alumnae, Board 
members, and other members of the ex- 
tended Traf community provided support 
in countless ways. 
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Many imaginative projects and initiatives 
unfolded over the weeks that followed, 
included artwork reflecting on the quaran- 
tine experience, virtual music recordings, 
in-depth discussions with Holocaust sur- 
vivors, a video about a Grade 7 upcycling 
project, and much more. 


Current students also took on projects 
that helped to welcome the group of 
incoming students that would be join- 
ing Trafalgar in the Fall, sending them 
postcards with welcome messages, and 
inviting to respond in kind via “snail-mail.” 


It'satime this group of students will never 
forget, and will undoubtedly be the stuff 
of many conversations at future reunions! 
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“Trafalgar’s response to the pandemic was absolutely amazing. In a 
matter of a few days, they made the switch to online learning and 
made it look easy. The feeling of community that we have come to 
cherish at Trafalgar shone through.” 


woot 


= : 


CONNECTED 
COMMUNITY 


In addition to offering virtual classes 

and gatherings for students and teachers, 
Trafalgar worked to maintain its strong 

ties with community members (parents, 
alumnae, friends,and supporters) through- 
out the March-June full quarantine period, 
and throughout the academic year of 
hybrid learning that followed. 


Trafalgar alumnae gathered online for 

virtual reunions, meetings, and a packed 

book club gathering, featuring award- 
winning author Alix Ohlin’88. Several Old 

Girls contributed their time and expertise 

to virtual Career Days, and events such as 

TOGA induction for two years in a row. 


Of course Traf parents also helped to sus- 
tain strong community bonds, attending 
the Head of School’s “Coffees with Kathy”, 
supporting their daughters behind 
the scenes, and sending messages of 
encouragement and thanks to their 
teachers. The Parent Community Network 
even organized a gift of flowers (lovingly 
created by students, using paper and 
other household items) and a bottle of 
wine for the hardworking Traf staff. 


— Current parents 





NEW SUMMER CAMP 


LAUNCHED 


Building on the success of Trafalgar’s “In 
the City” workshops for girls in Grades 4, 
5,and 6, plans fora summer camp for girls 
in the same age group had been in the 
works for several months when COVID 
hit. When it became clear that campers 
wouldn't be able to gather in person this 
year, the SumHER camp moved to an on- 
line platform, with great success. 


In its first year, Science Department 
Head and STEM program coordinator 
Christianne Loupelle spearheaded the 
launch of a “Maker” camp program, where 
young girls engaged in different chal- 
lenges that introduced various materials 
and manipulation techniques within the 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and math) areas. 


Along with Math and Science Department 
colleagues Adriana Ruffini, Laura Quilty, 
and Greg Scruton, Ms. Loupelle led 


participants through an amazing week 
of making and coding, which included 
projects such as designing and building 
slotted-cardboard jewellery trees, and 
working clocks. The program was 
scaffolded in a way that allowed students 
to successfully complete more challenging 
projects as the week progressed, to match 
their increased skill sets and problem- 
solving abilities. 


Overall, Traf’s first SumHer camp was a 
resounding success, with an overwhelm- 
ingly positive response from all the girls 
that participated, and their parents. In 
Summer 2021, with social distancing still 
in effect, the Camp took place online once 
more, with students once again making 
and creating in their own homes. 


Who knows what the next year will bring? 
No matter what, we DO know that Traf is 
up for the challenge! 
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THE CLASSROOM 


Ask 10 different people, and you'll get 10 different theories about how 
the annual phenomenon known as “House Plays” got started at Trafalgar. 


Reading between the lines in the Echoes yearbooks, it seems they 
evolved from Houses presenting “classic” plays, to writing their own. 
What IS clear is that Traf students from many different eras have strong 
and lasting memories of their House plays experience, and see it as 


valuable and meaningful. 


To get a sense of how House plays happen today, we checked in with 
the school’s Student Life Coordinator (AND English Department head, 
AND mother of two current students—Ross House members), Ms. Annie 


Brown with a brief Q&A. 


=F 


HOUSE PLAY 


boards! 





THE HOUSE PLAY’S THE THING! 


Can you describe how House plays 
typically unfold (in a non-pandemic year)? 





We start by telling the House Heads that there are two goals: to 
bring their House together and to put on an entertaining play 
for the school community. 


Then, the House Heads get together and choose a theme-the 
decision needs to be unanimous, so this can involve some pitching 
of ideas and debate. After they choose their theme, they set about 
writing their proposals—making a rough sketch of the play’s 
beginning, middle and end, as well as proposing ideas for house 
boards, sets, costumes, casting, and creative ways of engaging 
the younger girls. In 2021 we added room for brainstorming 
creative ways to adapt, given pandemic restrictions! 


Once accepted, they start fleshing out the actual scripts, which 
are usually due in November. At the same time, House Heads 
are planning the House play theme reveal for the school. 


In December, House Heads meet with all Grade 11s (Sec. Vs) 
and bring them into the loop. For the past two years we've also 
had a play reading with each House, so that when students go 
off for the December holiday they already know the casting and 
are familiar with the play. 
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In January, practices start and House Heads are responsible for 
coordinating their House members to perform the play, design 
and create the house board, come up with props, costumes, sets, 
and a program for the judges. They also have weekly meetings 
with me to plan and strategize. 


For the actual rehearsals and performance (or in the case of 
2021, filming), House Heads ensure that everyone knows what 
to do and when. They also have to meet after the House plays 
in order to go over the process and goals and debrief to help 
with future planning. 


How do you think students’ involvement 
in House plays year after year help them 


Q 


to hone particular skills and competencies? 


It’s less about developing a particular skill and more about 
putting themselves out there to try new things and take risks 
—and then see the amazing results. We also encourage them 
to work on different skills from year to year, especially if they 
are considering being a House Head when they get to Grade 11. 





66 I’ve learned something new every year that I’ve taken part in House 
plays. Working on them during the pandemic this year was incredibly 
challenging, but also so rewarding-the final videos were amazing! 99 


(Daniella Lang, Head of winning Ross House, 2021) 





Are there things that House plays can achieve 
that can’t be done in the classroom? 


Q 


I think the idea of taking risks is significant—it’s sometimes 
harder to take risks in a classroom setting. Also, there are 
rewards in feeling like part of the team, getting encouragement 
and support, and simply feeling like you have something to 
contribute! And of course, as with all House activities, mixing 
with and completing a project with students in other grades 
is important and valuable, and not something that typically 


happens in classes themselves. 
Can you think of instances where students 
have remarked on how much they learned 
through doing House plays at Traf? 


Whenever the House Heads come back to visit they remark on 
the fact that their peers in CEGEP etc. really haven't experienced 
anything like the power, pressure, responsibility and creativity of 
House plays! House Heads leave Traf knowing that they can unite 
and lead a team of 20+ students of varying ages and abilities in 
a long project with very little adult intervention. 





Of course all the plays are wonderful, and 
every year is special, but are there some 
moments that really stand out for you? 





Q 


Every time there is a new, creative element I feel a sense of joy 
and pride that students are thinking outside of the box, willing 
to take risks, and set even more challenges for themselves. 


Of course in 2021 the pandemic presented unique challenges for 
all of us, but I also loved the 2020 theme—“Twice Upon A Time”- 
because the House Heads opted to make their lives even more 
complicated by adding a second ending to write, rehearse and 
prepare, and then left it up to the audience to decide which one 
they wanted to see. I also remember years ago, in 2003, when 
Donald House used Robert Munsch’s The Paper Bag Princess as 
their play’s inspiration, and staged a VERY clever burning of the 
forest by having many house members dressed as trees surround 
the audience; then, one of the younger house members, was 
the flame that hopped out of the dragon’s mouth. As she ran 
around the gym, each “tree” turned around, revealing all-black 
coverings on that side—so the forest suddenly appeared to be 


burnt to a crisp. Brilliant! 
Any thoughts on how House Plays have 


Q evolved during your time working on 
them, and how they will continue to evolve? 





Students have incorporated more technology ever since 2009 
when we started using lights and the stage speakers. They 
also started incorporating more digital touches — whether it 
be videos or images—ever since we mounted a projector and 
screen onto the stage. 


Anything else you would like to highlight, 
mention, or celebrate? 





Q 


I think it’s worth emphasizing that House plays are TRULY 
a whole-school event, with both faculty and staff supporting 
students in many seen and un-seen ways. This is instrumental 
in the students’ feeling they are capable of finding success! 


SPECIAL ISSUE 2021 VICTORY 9 


2019-20/SOCIAL MASHUP@TRAF 
£ 





It’s closing ceremonies @worldschool 
forum2019 in Romania. We can’t wait to 
hear all about this life- changing experience 
when our three reps return to Traf. 


The Houses have been pitching in to get 
sets, house boards, and costumes ready 
for this year’s House Plays performances 
on February 7th. We can't wait to see what 
everyone comes up with for this year's 
theme: Twice Upon a Time! 
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Our intrepid travellers have arrived in 


Guatemala, launching this year’s com- 
munity service trip. We know they'll have 
an amazing time, and do Traf proud! 


Centre for Global Education Unity in the 
time of COVID - THE POWER OF YOUTH - 
Join us for this LIVE event, featuring Hon. 
Bardish Chagger & Canadian Youth! 





From the opening notes of the Junior Band’s 
rendition of Christmas Mash-Up to the final 
chords of the Senior Band’s interpretation 
of The Polar Express, Trafalgar’s annual 
Holiday Concert impressed and touched 
the audience. 
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Traf’s own Ms. Allison won the Innovation 
Challenge at the annual conference of the 
Association for Middle Level Education! 
#AMLE19 


Girls in Traf’s AP Art class collaborated in 
creating an outdoor mural, their final project 
of the year. #TrafTiger 


Traf’s Midget basketball team finished a 
great season with a decisive WIN in the 
Championship game! 





Kudos to Mr. Scruton, Ms. Ruffini, and Traf 
students for another amazing Robotics 
Festival! 


First day of virtual classes at Traf today: 
distance learning distanced learned—our 
students and staff are fully engaged with 
each other! #TrafTogetherWhileApart 


A Month of Art Advocacy i: Trafalgar’s 
Fine Arts Department Head, Lori Litvack, 
compiled a lovely April calendar, featuring 
activities designed to inspire us to con- 
template & create. 








Wy 


Big shout-out to our Juvie girls flag football 
team, this year’s GMAA Champions! 


At today’s Assembly, one of our newly 
elected student leaders joined Head of 
School @KathNikidis in reflecting on the 
current protests, sharing resources for 
combating racism, and urging us to observe 
a minute of silence for those brutalized by 
it. #RaisingGirlsVoices 


6) Gk 





Traf was greatly honoured to receive a 
commendation from Japan’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in recognition of mutual 
understanding and friendship. 


Following this year’s Scotiabank Giller Prize 
with great interest and wishing Traf alumna 
Alix Ohlin ’88 the best of luck! Alix’s latest 
book Dual Citizens was officially short-listed. 





Sixteen Traf students and two teachers spent 
an amazing weekend canoe-camping at Lac 
Wapizagonke in Parc national de la Mauricie. 
#TheGreatOutdoors #PaddlePower 


Tonight's the (last) night! Join us for Roald 
Dahl’s MATILDA: The Musical at 7:00 pm, 
in the Traf gym. 


An amazing Sunday at school with our Food, 
Nutrition and Food Sustainability class 
cooking up a storm for the Healthy Body- 
Healthy Minds In the City event #experi- 
enciallearning 
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The 2020 Trafalgar-Ross Lecture, featured 
citizen scientists Sunniva Sorby ’78 and Hilde 
Falun Stram, who engaged us in a global 
dialogue about climate change in the polar 
regions. Congratulations also to Sunniva on 
receiving the Distinguished Alumnae Award, 


and to Hilde on being named an Honorary 
Old Girl. 





After weeks of rehearsing in their Covid- 
safe “bubbles,” the cast and crew of the 
2021 Senior Play were thrilled to be able 
to perform Carol Shields’ Departures and 
Arrivals for a live audience (Grade 11s) while 
others watched the live-streamed event 
virtually. Bravo to everyone involved and 
special thanks and congrats to Director 
Ms. Violini! 


For the second year in a row, Traf’s Career 
Day took place entirely online. The panelists 
were outstanding, the moderators superb, 
and the entire event a huge success! While 
all very different, the alumnae presenters 
shared gratitude for the foundational Traf’s 
experience. 


WOW (an acronym for Women Of the World) 
recognizes and celebrates “the empowerment 
and influence of women around the world.” 
In 2021, the WOW lecture featured Dr. Liane 
Feldman, the first woman to be appointed 
to the role of Surgeon-in-Chief and Medical 
Director of the Surgical Mission at the McGill 
University Health Centre. 








The University of Guelph Bees@Schools 
program Is placing wild-bee nests at schools 
across Canada in order to gather and learn 
from valuable data. Traf’s “bee hotel” will 
remain on its back field until the Fall, then 
will be shipped back to the Centre for 
Biodiversity Genomics for analysis. 





Grade 10 students in Traf’s Food, Nutrition 
and Food Security class are helping to 
“spread the love” by providing the 379 
sandwiches they made to Montreal shelters 
today. They also include messages of 
hope and courage with the sandwiches! 
#BreadAndBeyond 


To honour their cultural heritage, several of 
Traf’s First Nations students are choosing 
to wear their moccasins on Fridays in May. 





Traf’s Prefects are leading the way in promot- 
ing listening, learning, and discussion through- 
out the school during #BlackHistoryMonth. 
We will explore four themes, one for each 
week in February: Civil Rights, The Arts, Enter- 
tainment, and Sciences. 











Dans le cadre d’une unité sur les arbres, le 
groupe de FLS base a profité d’une belle 
journée de printemps pour prendre en photo 
la variété d’arbres et de plantes médicinales 
du Mont-Royal. #nouveauprojet #jeunes 
chercheuses 


Congratulations to Traf student Camila 
Tornero-Moreno whose work appears in a 
new book published by the Creative Arts 
Foundation of Canada! Camila was one of 
the winners in the CAFC’s national essay 
contest called: Te// Your Story, special edi- 
tion, The Quarantine Diaries. 


Les éléves de 3e secondaire, dans le cadre 
de leur cours de frangais, amassent des 
fonds pour l’organisme Famijeunes. L’argent 
amassé permettra d’offrir un temps des fétes 
plus joyeux a 65 enfants montréalais dans 
le besoin. 
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Trafalgar’s popular SumHer STEM camp 
for girls in Grades 4, 5, and 6 is back! The 
virtual camp will run in the mornings from 
June 28th- July 2nd. 


On Dec. 14th Sec. | students participated in a 
special program called Lighting the Way to 
2021. Inspired by the upcoming winter solstice, 
the group shared a special meal, and celebrat- 
ed new beginnings by creating lanterns. 
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Highlights of the 2021 Valedictory Address 


PALOMA RUIZ DE LA ORDEN 


THIS YEAR WAS A TEEN DYSTOPIAN NOVEL, 
with a true person-versus-society theme. Through all of these 
crazy times, we've had faith for the better. It’s just that, having 
faith. It’s one piece of advice we dont hear enough. As students 
we hear “just pull through” or “It'll be over soon” quite often. But 
these days it’s getting harder to have faith in what’s to come. 
And people know it, so we don’t say it that often. Even though 
we don’t hear it enough, we Traf-ites have remained resilient 
despite everything that’s been thrown at us. 


As graduates we are constantly debating about what kind of 
legacy we leave behind. But to leave a legacy you really need 
to have faith in something, you really need to believe that the 
world, that humanity is worthwhile, and worth the effort. 


Once you’re hopeful you have to think of what kind of legacy 
you want to leave behind. Is it the kind of legacy that we are all 
familiar with? Do you want your name to be the main title point, 
with a legacy that everyone recognizes you for--one that leaves 
an impact on all humankind? Or, is it more of a quiet legacy? 
An important legacy, but one that will only shake a few people— 
one that will inspire maybe just one person to have faith too. 


Friends, whether you’re are at the beginning, at the end or in 
the awkward waiting stage in your high school career, | hope 
we all agree that when life gets rough, we should all just plant 
flowers as we go. How do you grow these metaphorical flowers? 
Why do we leave a legacy? 
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Leaving a legacy is not as complicated as one may think-—it’s as 
simple as planting a seed in the ground. Sure, you may need 
to water it, check in with your legacy every once in a while, 
making sure It’s making a better impact than a worse one. You 
don't have to leave gardens and crazy architectural landscapes. 
You can start with a smile at someone looking stressed after an 
exam. Help someone carry something up to the fourth floor. Start 
with a daisy or a dandelion. But every change for the better is 
going to start with you. 


As | come to the end of my speech I’d like to thank all the faculty 
and staff, our parents and friends. Thank you for having faith 
in us. Thank you for all the part-marks on our tests, thank you 
for helping us with projects we do at the last minute. There is 
an immense pride | feel in getting to witness your legacies in 
the works. In a world where the worst people are all we tend to 
think about, I’m honoured to witness the gardens of hope that 
you grow for and with the rest of us. 


To my fellow graduates, thank you for remembering my locker 
combination. Thank you for making me laugh at the most 
inconvenient times. Thank you for seeing this year through with 
me. Whatever legacy you decide to leave behind, whoever you 
decide to be, to my eyes you will always be undeniably cool. 


Lastly, as this year was winding down, so many people asked 
me the same question: what | would do if we didn’t graduate? 
| guess we'll never know. 


CLASS OF 2021 GRADUATES 


EMMA ALCORN 

ATHENA BOUAS 

JILLIAN BULLETT-ATKINS 
SAMANTHA BUSNER 
SAMANTHA CHANKOWSKY 
SIMONA COGNATA 
BERNICE DJABALLAH 

RUBY GELFAND 

YUNQI HU 

ELLE HYSZKO 
SAOIRSE-GABRIELLA JORDAN-WOOD 


ANABEL KLEIN 
KENDALL KNOWLTON 
DANIELLA LANG 
ZHEYUAN LANG 
MEAGAN LATORRE 
KUANNING LI 

SHUYU LI 

BREANNA MACINTOSH 
WELLESLEY MCDONALD 
ADRIANNA MONTOUR 
CHARLOTTE O’HARE 


ARIELLA PATERNO 
PALOMA RUIZ DE LA ORDEN 
ANNA TEPP SAITO 
STEPHANIE SCHUMACHER 
ZOE SHAW 
ONAKHTOKONH STANDUP 
SOFIA TOUCHETTE 

KEXIN WANG 

FANGHUA YANG 

DARA YOUNES 

QIYAN ZHANG 








HOUSE AWARDS 


THE INTERHOUSE SHIELD 
Presented to the House that accumulates 
the most house points in the year. 


Ross House 


THE LUCILE ROBERT CUP 

Presented to the student in Sec I-IV with the most 
individual house points through academics, athletics 
and school activities. 


Lucy Wood (Ross) 


THE WALKER CUP Ross House 
Presented to the winners of the House Play competition. 
Donated by the family of Jane Walker Darling 57 and 


Pamela Bertram Walker ’61. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS 


THE BARBARA ARMBRUSTER 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Awarded in honour of this former principal to the 
top ranking Form | student who does not already 
hold a scholarship. 


Noa Goldstein 


THE GEORGINA ELOISE FAIRIE 

SCHOLARSHIP Not awarded this year 
Awarded in memory of this alumna from the Class 

of 1930 for a positive contribution to the performing 

arts programme, concern for others, and good 

academic standing. 


THE JEAN ELIZABETH HARVIE 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Awarded in honour of this former Old Girl, 
teacher and principal to the top ranking Form II 
student who does not already hold a scholarship. 


Camila Tornero Moreno 


PRIZES 


THE LUCY BOX AWARD Dara Younes 
Presented for sportsmanship, athletic ability, enthusiasm, 

and cooperation. This award was established by TOGA 

in honour of a former physical education teacher. 


THE ALISON CARMICHAEL- 

GUITE ’39 PRIZE Camila Tornero-Moreno 
Awarded to a Trafalgar girl in Form | or Il who consistently displays 
integrity, decency and kindness in her dealings with others. 


THE CUMMING PRIZE Ariella Paterno 
Awarded for devotion to work, high academic achievement, a high 
standard of conduct, and contributions to the life of the School. 
Presented by TOGA in memory of former Principal Janet Cumming. 


THE JANETTE C. DOUPE MEDAL Elizabeth (Betsy) Bayer 
Awarded in honour of this former principal to a student who has 
brought honour to the School through an outstanding achievement. 


THE GEOFFREY DOWD AWARD Shuyu Li 
Awarded in honour of a longstanding Principal to an upper year 
international student who has involved herself in the life of the 

School, thereby promoting intercultural understanding and 

a broader worldview for all Traf girls. 


THE FAIRLEY PRIZE Paloma Ruiz de la Orden 
Awarded to a graduating student for consistent integrity, 

intelligence and kindness in facing challenges and fulfilling life’s 
responsibilities in exemplary fashion. Presented by TOGA in 

memory of former Principal Grace Fairley. 


THE FORSYTH CUP Stephanie Schumacher 
Established by past parents Mr. and Mrs. Lionel A. Forsyth. 

Awarded to the Senior girl who has made the most of her 
opportunities, showing herself friendly and helpful to all. 
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THE GOVERNORS’ MEDAL 

Awarded to the girl who has maintained the highest 
cumulative academic average throughout her last 
two years of high school. 


Daniella Lang 


THE GOVERNOR GENERAL’S MEDAL 
Awarded to the girl who has maintained the highest 
academic average throughout her final year. 


Daniella Lang 


LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR’S 

BRONZE MEDAL Not awarded this year 
Presented by the Lieutenant Governor to a student 

who has demonstrated a sustained voluntary action 

at the community and social levels. 


THE JEAN E. HARVIE MEDAL 
Awarded to a Form IV student for participation 
in school activities and high academic achievement. 


Megan Fisher 


THE STUDENT LIFE AWARD Wellesley McDonald 
Presented by the School to a graduating student who 

has dedicated herself over her career at Trafalgar to 

spirited participation in student activities and leadership, 

thereby enhancing student life at Trafalgar. 


THE TRAFALGAR CUP 

Awarded to the most public spirited of the Senior girls 
who also has maintained a high standard of conduct 
and shown devotion to her work. 


Daniella Lang 


THE JANE WEDDLE MEMORIAL TROPHY Olivia Wood 
Awarded to a Form IV student for courtesy, character, 
and academic achievement. Originally presented by 


the Trafalgar staff of 1966-1967. 


THE JANE WIGHTMAN PRIZE 

Awarded in honour of Jane Wightman ’66, former 
teacher and Vice-Principal, for leadership and 
commitment to helping others. 


Ariela Alperstein 





COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 


THE GIRLS FOR 

THE CURE SCHOLARSHIP 

Awarded to a senior student who has 
demonstrated a passion for women’s issues. 


Ruby Gelfand 


THE NANCY MANDIGO 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AWARD Not awarded this year 
Awarded in honour of a long-serving teacher to a 

Senior student who is involved in service and 

philanthropic activities, and who, through her example, 

inspires community awareness and action in others. 


WESTMOUNT YMCA TEEN AWARD Not awarded this year 
Pays tribute to citizens who improve quality of life 
in the community through volunteer work. 





ARTS & LANGUAGES AWARDS 


THE BERRY MCKENNA CUP FOR MUSIC 
Presented to a Senior student for participation in 
musical activities and sharing her talents with the school. 


Ruby Gelfand 


THE BRYAN PRIZE FOR CREATIVE WRITING Kendall Knowlton 
Presented in honour of former teacher Ellen K. Bryan 
by the Trafalgar Old Girls’ Association. 


THE JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE 

CREATIVE WRITING PRIZE 

Presented by the Trafalgar Old Girls’ Association 
in memory of former teacher Muriel Bedford-Jones ’22. 


Alizah Vergara 


THE DRAMA PRIZE Jillian Bullett-Atkins and Ruby Gelfand 
Sponsored by Yoko Narahashi ’64 whose 
love of drama began at Trafalgar. 


THE ENGLISH PRIZE Jillian Bullet-Atkins 


PRIX DE FRANCAIS LANGUE SECONDE Jillian Bullett-Atkins 


PRIX HONORIFIQUE DE FRANCAIS Bernice Djaballah 
THE NORTH AMERICAN 
LITERATURE (NAL) PRIZE Kendall Knowlton 
THE RIDOLFI ART AWARD Samantha Busner 
Presented to a student for excellence and enthusiasm 

in her artwork in honour of former teacher Hannah Ridolfi. 





ATHLETICS 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION SEC. V PRIZE Wellesley McDonald 





NEW AWARD 


REMOTE LEARNING STAR 

Given to students who have proven themselves to be very flexible 
and self-motivated under the unusual circumstances where they 
cannot be physically present in a traditional classroom environment. 
The winners of these awards are: 

Paloma Ruiz de la Orden, Charlotte Abbass, and Sarah Graham 





SOCIAL SCIENCES AND SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY & MATHEMATICS 
AWARDS 


THE ARMBRUSTER HISTORY CUP 

Presented in honour of former Principal Barbara 
Armbruster to a student who has achieved a high 
academic standard in History. 


Bernice Djaballah 


THE BLUE PLANET AWARD Not awarded this year 
Represents exemplary student contribution to The Earth Club. 


THE CHEMISTRY PRIZE Daniella Lang 


GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES V PRIZE Bernice Djaballah 
THE CONTEMPORARY 
WORLD SUBJECT PRIZE Sherry Li and Paloma Ruiz de la Orden 
THE GRANT TECHNOLOGY PRIZE 

Presented in honour of former Business Manager 
Shirley Clark Grant to a student whose interest 

in technology has benefited the school and its students. 


Athena Bouas 


THE GRADE 10 ENVIRONMENTAL 


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PRIZE Megan Fisher 


THE GRADE 10 HISTORY OF QUEBEC 


AND CANADA PRIZE Olivia Wood 
THE HISTORY OF THE 20TH 
CENTURY SUBJECT PRIZE Sherry Li 


MATH V CST PRIZE Sofia Touchette 


MATH V S PRIZE Daniella Lang 
THE GABRIELLE TAWFIK PHYSICS PRIZE 
Presented in honour of this former teacher to a 
student who has shown consistent interest and 
enthusiasm in Physics. 


Daniella Lang 


THE PACKER CUP FOR MATHEMATICS Wellesley McDonald 
Presented to a student for enthusiasm and participation 

in Mathematics. Originally presented by the graduating 

Class of 1987 honouring Principal Shirley Packer. 
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LEAH BERNSTEI 


| THINK | CAN SAFELY SAY that 
this day has been long awaited. Having 
finished school two months ago, I’m so 
glad that we finally get to celebrate gradu- 
ating from Traf. Moreover, I’m grateful for 
this opportunity to congregate, create a 
few more memories and reflect on all the 
times we hope to never forget. 


Speaking of memories, | want to take 
you all on a little trip down memory lane. 
The year was 2015 and we were all anx- 
iously getting ready to start at Traf in the 
fall. Avery, kindly organized a little party 
where we could all meet each other before 
starting school. [... ] | remember our small 
grade nervously sitting around the table at 
Avery’s house eating goodies and slowly 
starting to open up to each other. Looking 
back, it’s hard to believe how much our 
grade has grown together. We’ve grown 
not only in numbers, by welcoming new 
wonderful faces into our grade each year, 
but in character as well. Do you remem- 
ber how we would scurry in a herd from 
class to class? 


Now, it wouldn’t be acceptable for me to 
give a speech at Traf without mentioning 
the Core 4. If you don’t know them by now, 
you should. In case you forgot them over 
the summer here’s a little reminder: Be 
open, be curious, be collaborative and be 
compassionate. After hearing these words 
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so often, we can sometimes forget what 
they really mean. However, when looking 
back on my Traf experience, | can see why 
these values are so fundamental. 


As Traf girls, we are so fortunate that 
our teachers from every department and 
every staff member exemplifies these core 
values. [...] It is thanks to the guidance of 
our tremendous faculty and devoted staff 
that we were able to gain so much from 
our time at Traf. They have ensured that 
we know how to think critically and in- 
dependently; to question society, and to 
not necessarily accept things as they are. 


Now, to the loving parents of our gradu- 
ating class, we’re sorry. You have put up 
with us at our best but also very often at 
our worst. Even though we might think 
that we know it all by now, the disappoint- 
ing truth is that we dont. Thank you for 
guiding us to make the right decisions, en- 
couraging us to pursue our passions and 
loving us unconditionally. 


My fellow Traf graduates, together we 
have created countless memories; from 
beach volleyball for Molly-Beth’s birth- 
day in grade 7, singing along to Manuelita 
in Mme. Fanzone’s spanish class, up- 
grading to the pink senior locker room 
and then back down again, halloween and 
valentine’s day carnivals, soccer, volley- 





ball, basketball, badminton and football 
games, music concerts, junior and sen- 
ior plays, yearbook, Girls for the Cure, 
House plays, our trip to Washington and 
so many more. Additionally, we can’t for- 
get to thank one another for our growth 
and development into young women over 
these past five years. [...] It is thanks to 
every single one of you, that the Traf class 
of 2020 will forever hold a special place 
in all of our hearts. 


Finally, we have all experienced first- 
hand that Traf is a place where we feel 
that anything is possible. It isn’t at every 
high school that you could be part of the 
band, while playing on the basketball 
team and directing a house play all at 
the same time. I’m grateful that at Traf you 
might courageously start your first day on 
Grad photo day like my sister Megan did, 
or arrive several weeks into grade 7 like 
Peggy, but you will always be welcomed 
with open arms and a warm smile. 


Thank you to all of our teachers, coach- 
es, teachers who coach, administrators, 
staff, parents and grandparents for guid- 
ing us to become the young women who 
stand before you today. Congratulations 
to the graduating class of 2020 and thank 
you for making these the absolute best 5 
years | could have ever hoped for. 


CLASS OF 2020 
GRADUATES 


RENEE ANDERSON 

CHLOE ASCONI-FELDMAN 
LEAH BERNSTEIN 
TONGTONG BI 

JILLIAN BLATT 
MARIANNA CARDIN 


CLAIRE FOSTER 

PEGGY GAO 

KATHERINE GRAHAM 
MAYA HILLCOAT 

SONIA JACOB 

ASHLEY KASTNER 
ALIYA KIPLING-BOWKER 


MEGAN KOLOMEIR 
YANGYI LI 


CHEYANNE MOFFORD- 
BARAN 


MOLLY-BETH NAIMER 
LINDSEY OHANA 


LAUREN PERRY 
OLIVIA ROTILI 
TALIA SALIS 
MIKAYLA SANCHO 
SHU SHU 

AVERY STENDEL 
JOELLE VINEBERG 
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HOUSE AWARDS 


THE INTERHOUSE SHIELD Ross House 
Presented to the House that accumulates 

the most house points in the year. 

THE LUCILE ROBERT CUP Lucy Wood (Ross) 


Presented to the student in Sec I-IV with the most 
individual house points through academics, athletics 
and school activities. 


THE WALKER CUP Donald House 
Presented to the winners of the House Play competition. 

Donated by the family of Jane Walker Darling 57 and 

Pamela Bertram Walker ’61. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


THE BARBARA ARMBRUSTER 

SCHOLARSHIP Camila Tornero-Moreno 
Awarded in honour of this former principal to the 

top ranking Form | student who does not already 

hold a scholarship. 


THE GEORGINA ELOISE FAIRIE 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Awarded in memory of this alumna from the Class 
of 1930 for a positive contribution to the performing 
arts programme, concern for others, and good 
academic standing. 


Ruby Gelfand 


THE JEAN ELIZABETH HARVIE 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Awarded in honour of this former Old Girl, 
teacher and principal to the top ranking Form II 
student who does not already hold a scholarship. 


Kaelyn Shapiro-Greaney 


PRIZES 


THE LUCY BOX AWARD Marianna Cardin 
Presented for sportsmanship, athletic ability, enthusiasm, 

and cooperation. This award was established by TOGA 

in honour of a former physical education teacher. 


THE ALISON CARMICHAEL-GUITE ’39 PRIZE Lucy Wood 
Awarded to a Trafalgar girl in Form | or II who consistently displays 
integrity, decency and kindness in her dealings with others. 


THE CUMMING PRIZE Marianna Cardin 
Awarded for devotion to work, high academic achievement, a high 
standard of conduct, and contributions to the life of the School. 
Presented by TOGA in memory of former Principal Janet Cumming. 


THE JANETTE C. DOUPE MEDAL Maya Hillcoat 
Awarded in honour of this former principal to a student who has 
brought honour to the School through an outstanding achievement. 


THE GEOFFREY DOWD PRIZE Peggy Gao 
Awarded in honour of a longstanding Principal to an upper year 
international student who has involved herself in the life of the 

School, thereby promoting intercultural understanding and 

a broader worldview for all Traf girls. 


THE FAIRLEY PRIZE Leah Bernstein 
Awarded to a graduating student for consistent integrity, 

intelligence and kindness in facing challenges and fulfilling life’s 
responsibilities in exemplary fashion. Presented by TOGA in 

memory of former Principal Grace Fairley. 


THE FORSYTH CUP Joelle Vineberg 
Established by past parents Mr. and Mrs. Lionel A. Forsyth. 

Awarded to the Senior girl who has made the most of her 
opportunities, showing herself friendly and helpful to all. 
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THE GOVERNORS’ MEDAL Marianna Cardin 
Awarded to the girl who has maintained the highest 
cumulative academic average throughout her last 
two years of high school. 

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL’S MEDAL Marianna Cardin 
Awarded to the girl who has maintained the highest 


academic average throughout her final year. 


LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR’S BRONZE MEDAL 
Presented by the Lieutenant Governor to a student 
who has demonstrated a sustained voluntary action 
at the community and social levels. 


Maya Hillcoat 


THE JEAN E. HARVIE MEDAL 
Awarded to a Form IV student for participation 
in school activities and high academic achievement. 


Daniella Lang 


THE STUDENT LIFE AWARD 

Presented by the School to a graduating student who 
has dedicated herself over her career at Trafalgar to 
spirited participation in student activities and leadership, 
thereby enhancing student life at Trafalgar. 


Ashley Kastner 


THE TRAFALGAR CUP 

Awarded to the most public spirited of the Senior girls 
who also has maintained a high standard of conduct 
and shown devotion to her work. 


Maya Hillcoat 


THE JANE WEDDLE MEMORIAL TROPHY Stephanie Schumacher 
Awarded to a Form IV student for courtesy, character, 
and academic achievement. Originally presented by 
the Trafalgar staff of 1966-1967. 

THE JANE WIGHTMAN PRIZE Olivia Wood 
Awarded in honour of Jane Wightman ’66, former 

teacher and Vice-Principal, for leadership and 

commitment to helping others. 





COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 


THE GIRLS FOR 

THE CURE SCHOLARSHIP 

Awarded to a senior student who has 
demonstrated a passion for women’s issues. 


Sonia Jacob 


THE NANCY MANDIGO 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AWARD 
Awarded in honour of a long-serving teacher to a 
Senior student who is involved in service and 
philanthropic activities, and who, through her example, 
inspires community awareness and action in others. 


Renee Anderson 


WESTMOUNT YMCA TEEN AWARD 
Pays tribute to citizens who improve quality of life 
in the community through volunteer work. 


Joelle Vineberg 





ARTS & LANGUAGES AWARDS 


THE BERRY MCKENNA CUP FOR MUSIC 
Presented to a Senior student for participation in 
musical activities and sharing her talents with the school. 


Marianna Cardin 


THE BRYAN PRIZE FOR CREATIVE WRITING 
Presented in honour of former teacher Ellen K. Bryan 
by the Trafalgar Old Girls’ Association. 


Maya Hillcoat 


THE JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE 

CREATIVE WRITING PRIZE Kaelyn Shapiro-Greaney 
Presented by the Trafalgar Old Girls’ Association 

in memory of former teacher Muriel Bedford-Jones ’22. 


THE DRAMA PRIZE 
Sponsored by Yoko Narahashi ’64 whose 
love of drama began at Trafalgar. 


Ashley Kastner 


THE ENGLISH PRIZE Maya Hillcoat 
PRIX DE FRANCAIS LANGUE 


D’ENSEIGNEMENT Marianna Cardin 


PRIX DE FRANCAIS LANGUE SECONDE Peggy Gao 
PRIX HONORIFIQUE DE FRANCAIS Shu Shu 
THE RIDOLFI ART AWARD Jillian Blatt 


Presented to a student for excellence and enthusiasm 
in her artwork in honour of former teacher Hannah Ridolfi. 


THE SPANISH PRIZE Not awarded this year 





ATHLETICS 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION SEC. V PRIZE Leah Bernstein 





SOCIAL SCIENCES AND SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY & MATHEMATICS 
AWARDS 


THE ARMBRUSTER HISTORY CUP 

Presented in honour of former Principal Barbara 
Armbruster to a student who has achieved a high 
academic standard in History. 


Molly-Beth Naimer 


THE CHEMISTRY PRIZE Peggy Gao 


THE COMPUTER SCIENCE PRIZE Not presented this year 


THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD SUBJECT PRIZE Sonia Jacob 
THE GRANT TECHNOLOGY PRIZE 

Presented in honour of former Business Manager 
Shirley Clark Grant to a student whose interest 
in technology has benefited the school and its students. 


Marianna Cardin 


THE GRADE 10 ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PRIZE Daniella Lang 
THE GRADE 10 HISTORY AND 
CITIZENSHIP PRIZE Ariella Paterno 
THE HISTORY OF THE 20TH 
CENTURY SUBJECT PRIZE Mikayla Sancho 


MATH V CST PRIZE Renee Anderson 


GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES PRIZE Lauren Perry 


MATH SN PRIZE Peggy Gao 
THE GABRIELLE TAWFIK PHYSICS PRIZE 
Presented in honour of this former teacher to a 
student who has shown consistent interest and 
enthusiasm in Physics. 


Marianna Cardin 


THE PACKER CUP FOR MATHEMATICS Marianna Cardin 
Presented to a student for enthusiasm and participation 

in Mathematics. Originally presented by the graduating 

Class of 1987 honouring Principal Shirley Packer. 
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KIRSTEN 
ORLANDO 





TO MY CLASSMATES (MY SISTERS) 
it has been an absolute honour spending these 
past amazing five years with all of you. | am so 
beyond fortunate to have been surrounded by 
the most beautiful people—inside and out—every 
single day. The love that we share for each other 
is indescribable and | hope that we all remain 
friends for years to come. 


What | love the most about all of us is that we 
are all completely different people, with different 
interests and personalities, yet we all come 
together as one happy family. Our grade is filled 
with love, spirit, realness, creativity, intelligence, 
loudness and support. 


Our grade has come along way from a small 
group of 15 to now 26 amazing people. Thank 
you to all the people who have joined our family 
through the years, you have added so much to our 
grade dynamic and brought so much positivity 
to our school. 


To the younger grades, each and every one of 
you are amazing, talented and smart individuals! 
| can say that because at Traf we are given the 
opportunity through the House system, sports, 
plays, and various activities to get to know each 
other and come together to form a Traf family. 
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To the teachers, every one of you work so hard 
to teach, inspire and organize so many amazing 
opportunities for us. Apart from teaching, 
you have been our mentors, our coaches, our 
chaperones, our cheerleaders and our biggest 
supporters. It is not lost on us that you gave up so 
much of your own personal and family time and 
we thank you for that. Continue to be the kind, 
wonderful and inspiring teachers that you are. 


To the wonderful staff here at Traf, thank you 
does not seem enough to say for everything you 
do to make this school our home. You have kept 
our school warm, clean, safe, and full of yummy 
treats and nutritious foods. 


| think | can also speak on behalf of my entire 
grade when | say thank you to all our parents and 
families for all their amazing support throughout 
these past five years. Knowing that you always 
had our back and our best interests at heart 
means the world to us! 


Before | finish. | would like to take this opportunity 
to address a few issues close to my heart and I’m 
a sure close to many of yours. The biggest threat 
to our planet is the belief that someone else will 
save it. We know that climate change Is impacting 
us at an astounding rate; we can no longer sit by 





idly. The biggest contributors to climate change 
are the industries that fill up our landfills and 
pollute our air. We as consumers can actually 
make a difference by changing our purchasing 
habits and being thoughtful consumers. 


On another but equally important note, we are 
reminded daily that we live in an unkind and 
unjust world. People of colour, the LGBTQ+ 
community and women often face discrimination 
and verbal attacks, which reveal the ignorance 
and bias that still exist in our world. That is why 
it is crucial to always stand up to bigotry! 


In closing, | feel so honoured to be addressing 
you here today and so privileged to have been 
in the company of so many wonderful, creative, 
inspiring, hilarious, talented and compassionate 
humans beings. | have watched all of you grow 
and blossom into such incredible individuals. 
Each and every one of you have touched my heart 
and played a big role in shaping the person that 
| am today. This isn’t goodbye, it’s “here’s to the 
next chapter in our lives”. | have no doubt that you 
are all destined to do amazing things with your 
lives and that my heart isn’t the only heart that 
will be touched with your kindness, positivity and 
love. Congratulations to my sisters, | love you all. 
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CLASS OF 2019 
GRADUATES 


SALMA ABDULRHMAN 
TALI ADAM 
ELLE BARRE 


KALLY BLANCO TZOTZIS 


LAUREN BLOOM 
MEIRA DINER 

HEIDI GOLDENBERG 
SOPHIA GRATZIANI 
AMANDA HEITNER 
KAILEY KOLOVSKY 
CHLOE LEE-GAUTHIER 
CAROLINE LEPINE 
RACHEL LEVY 
BRIANNA LONGLADE 
ELLA MAHEU WETTRE 


MONTANA O’KEEFE 
KRISTIN ORLANDO 

CHARLY PERLMAN 

HOANG KHANH LINH PHAM 
GABRIELLE REIM 

EMMA REUBEN 

LOLA MAE RUIZ DE LA ORDEN 
SEYJIl SCHULTZ 

VICTORIA SCHWARTZ 
JULIETTE SILVA 

CATHERINE TREPANIER 
MADELYN WHELAN 

ALLYN WILANSKY 

QIYUE YANG 

FANGDI YU 
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HOUSE AWARDS 


THE INTERHOUSE SHIELD 
Presented to the House that accumulates 
the most house points in the year. 


Donald House 


THE LUCILE ROBERT CUP Maya Hillcoat (Cumming) 
Presented to the student in Sec I-IV with the most 

individual house points through academics, athletics 

and school activities. 


THE WALKER CUP 

Presented to the winners of the House Play competition. 
Donated by the family of Jane Walker Darling ’57 and 
Pamela Walker Bertram’61 


Ross House 


PRIZES 


THE LUCY BOX AWARD Allyn Wilansky 
Presented for sportsmanship, athletic ability, enthusiasm, 

and cooperation. This award was established by TOGA 

in honour of a former physical education teacher. 


THE ALISON CARMICHAEL-GUITE ’39 PRIZE Olivia Wood 
Awarded to a Trafalgar girl in Form | or II who consistently displays 
integrity, decency and kindness in her dealings with others. 


THE CUMMING PRIZE Seyjii Schultz 
Awarded for devotion to work, high academic achievement, a high 
standard of conduct, and contributions to the life of the School. 
Presented by TOGA in memory of former Principal Janet Cumming. 


THE JANETTE C. DOUPE MEDAL Camryn Knowlton 
Awarded in honour of this former principal to a student who has 
brought honour to the School through an outstanding achievement. 


THE GEOFFREY DOWD AWARD Shu Shu 
Awarded in honour of a longstanding Principal to an upper year 
international student who has involved herself in the life of the 

School, thereby promoting intercultural understanding and 

a broader worldview for all Traf girls. 


THE FAIRLEY PRIZE Emma Reuben 
Awarded to a graduating student for consistent integrity, 

intelligence and kindness in facing challenges and fulfilling life’s 
responsibilities in exemplary fashion. Presented by TOGA in 

memory of former Principal Grace Fairley. 


THE FORSYTH CUP Kristin Orlando 
Established by past parents Mr. and Mrs. Lionel A. Forsyth. 

Awarded to the Senior girl who has made the most of her 
opportunities, showing herself friendly and helpful to all. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS 


THE BARBARA ARMBRUSTER 

SCHOLARSHIP Kaelyn Shapiro-Greaney 
Awarded in honour of this former principal to the 

top ranking Form | student who does not already 

hold a scholarship. 


THE GEORGINA ELOISE FAIRIE 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Awarded in memory of this alumna from the Class 
of 19350 for a positive contribution to the performing 
arts programme, concern for others, and good 
academic standing. 


Ashley Kastner 


THE JEAN ELIZABETH HARVIE 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Awarded in honour of this former Old Girl, 
teacher and principal to the top ranking Form II 
student who does not already hold a scholarship. 


Megan Fisher 


THE GOVERNORS’ MEDAL 

Awarded to the girl who has maintained the highest 
cumulative academic average throughout her last 
two years of high school. 


Seyjii Schultz 


THE GOVERNOR GENERAL’S MEDAL 
Awarded to the girl who has maintained the highest 
academic average throughout her final year. 


Seyjii Schultz 


THE JEAN E. HARVIE MEDAL Marianna Cardin 
Awarded to a Form IV student for participation 


in school activities and high academic achievement. 


THE STUDENT LIFE AWARD Lola Ruiz de la Orden 
Presented by the School to a graduating student who 

has dedicated herself over her career at Trafalgar to 
spirited participation in student activities and leadership, 
thereby enhancing student life at Trafalgar. 

THE TRAFALGAR CUP Meira Diner 
Awarded to the most public spirited of the Senior girls 

who also has maintained a high standard of conduct 

and shown devotion to her work. 


THE JANE WEDDLE MEMORIAL TROPHY 

Awarded to a Form IV student for courtesy, character, 
and academic achievement. Originally presented by 
the Trafalgar staff of 1966-1967. 


Chloe Feldman 


THE JANE WIGHTMAN PRIZE Paloma Ruiz de la Orden 
Awarded in honour of Jane Wightman ’66, former 

teacher and Vice-Principal, for leadership and commitment 

to helping others. 





COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 


THE GIRLS FOR THE CURE SCHOLARSHIP 
Awarded to a senior student who has 
demonstrated a passion for women’s issues. 


Ashley Kastner 


THE NANCY MANDIGO COMMUNITY 

INVOLVEMENT AWARD Lola Ruiz de la Orden 
Awarded in honour of a long-serving teacher toa 

Senior student who is involved in service and 

philanthropic activities, and who, through her example, 

inspires community awareness and action in others. 


WESTMOUNT YMCA TEEN AWARD Not presented this year 
Pays tribute to citizens who improve quality of life 
in the community through volunteer work. 





ARTS & LANGUAGES AWARDS 


THE BERRY MCKENNA 

CUP FOR MUSIC 

Presented to a Senior student for participation in 
musical activities for sharing her talents with the school. 


Seyjii Schultz 


THE BRYAN PRIZE FOR CREATIVE WRITING 
Presented in honour of former teacher Ellen K. Bryan 
by the Trafalgar Old Girls’ Association. 


Seyjii Schultz 


THE JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE 

CREATIVE WRITING PRIZE 

Presented by the Trafalgar Old Girls’ Association 
in memory of former teacher Muriel Bedford-Jones ’22. 


Bernice Djaballah 


THE DRAMA PRIZE 
Sponsored by Yoko Narahashi ’64 whose 
love of drama began at Trafalgar. 


Lola Mae Ruiz de la Orden 


THE ENGLISH PRIZE Chloé Lee-Gauthier 


PRIX DE FRANCAIS Seyjii Schultz 


THE SEC. V FRENCH PRIZE Inuya Schultz 


THE NORTH AMERICAN LITERATURE (NAL) PRIZE Seyjii Schultz 


THE RIDOLFI ART AWARD Not presented this year 
Presented to a student for excellence and enthusiasm 
in her artwork in honour of former teacher Hannah Ridolfi. 


THE SPANISH PRIZE Not presented this year 





ATHLETICS 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION SEC. V PRIZE Catherine Trepanier 





SOCIAL SCIENCES AND SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY & MATHEMATICS 
AWARDS 


THE ARMBRUSTER HISTORY CUP 

Presented in honour of former Principal Barbara 
Armbruster to a student who has achieved a high 
academic standard in History. 


Seyjii Schultz 


THE MCGILL SCIENCE AWARD Linh Pham 


THE CHEMISTRY PRIZE Hoang Khanh Linh Pham 


THE COMPUTER SCIENCE PRIZE Charlie Perlman 
THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 
SUBJECT PRIZE Salma Abdulrhma 
THE GRANT TECHNOLOGY PRIZE 

Presented in honour of former Business Manager 
Shirley Clark Grant to a student whose interest 
in technology has benefited the school and its students. 


Elle Maheu Wettre 


THE GRADE 10 ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PRIZE Peggy Gao 


HISTORY OF QUEBEC AND CANADA (SEC. IV) Marianna Cardin 
THE HISTORY OF THE 20TH 
CENTURY SUBJECT PRIZE Kally Blanco-Tzotzis 


MATH V SN PRIZE Linh Pham 


MATH V CST PRIZE Gabrielle Reim 
THE MCGILL SOCIAL 
SCIENCES AWARD Catherine Trepanier 
THE GABRIELLE TAWFIK PHYSICS PRIZE Catherine Trepanier 
Presented in honour of this former teacher to a student 

who has shown consistent interest and enthusiasm in Physics. 


THE PACKER CUP FOR MATHEMATICS Seyjii Schultz 
Presented to a student for enthusiasm and participation 

in Mathematics. Originally presented by the graduating 

Class of 1987 honouring Principal Shirley Packer. 
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ADVANCING TRAF TOGETHER 


MESSAGE FROM THE 
ADVANCEMENT OFFICE 





The Advancement Team proudly represents and supports the 
school’s mission by developing and strengthening relationships with 
Trafalgar constituents around the world. 


Our work helps to bring the extended Traf family together to work towards 
the common goals of the school through fundraising initiatives such as 
Annual Giving, and a variety of special events. 


As a relative newcomer to the office, I have been impressed by the ded- 
ication and commitment of the school’s community members, many of 
whom are represented by the Parent Community Network (PCN), and the 
Trafalgar Old Girls’ Association (TOGA), The school is also supported by 
the work of the Trafalgar Ross Foundation. 


The great community spirit at Traf continues to be reflected in initiatives 
such as the Trafalgar-Ross Lectures, Smart Parenting in the City pres- 
entations, the delivery of TOGA soth anniversary and Kensington Place 
keepsake Tea Cups, and much more. 


We look forward to partnering with you and embracing Traf’s vision for 
the future! 


— Kim Cavener, Advancement Director 
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ANNUAL GIVING 
SUPPORTING 
ONGOING 
EXCELLENCE 


Trafalgar graduates distinguish themselves 
time and time again through their commitment 
to social justice, the diversity of their pursuits, 
and their impact on communities in Montreal, 
Canada and beyond. 


Creating clear benchmarks for success, based 
on longstanding accomplishments, allows 
Trafalgar to raise the bar. We need your support 
to continue this tradition of excellence. 


Annual fundraising campaigns are fundamen- 
tal to Trafalgar’s ability to create the ideal 
learning environment where girls are inspired 
to dream. Traf’s unparalleled faculty spark the 
imagination of our future female leaders and 
allow them to develop the big ideas that will 
help transform our world. 


Trafalgar is more than just a school-it is a 
remarkable place where young women are 
given the tools to become exceptional leaders. 
Your help will continue to empower and trans- 
form Trafalgar girls into tomorrow’s leaders! 


Thank you for joining us in making a difference 
in the lives of young girls today, tomorrow and 
for generations to come. 





ADVANCING TRAF TOGETHER 


PARENTS SUPPORT 
TRAF’S BRIGHT FUTURE 


The vibrant parent spirit at Traf just keeps getting stronger, 
as evidenced by the overwhelming support and attendance at 
our events, and the relative ease with which we gather volun- 
teers when needed. 


Thank you to all parents for your continued support of Traf’s 
Parent Community Network (PCN) activities and events, 
some of which include the Mother-Daughter Celebration, the 
Staff Holiday lunch, the Smart Parenting in the City series, 
Father-Daughter Breakfasts and Staff Appreciation week, not 
to mention the ongoing support in our school’s uniform shop. 


The network is made up of representatives that are responsi- 
ble for different events and initiatives. They work closely with 
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CCltisa great pleasure to be a proud parent 
of Trafalgar and serve as the Chair of the 
Parent Community Network. Bringing 
parents and their families (both new 
and returning) together to support Traf 
now and long into its future is personally 
very rewarding. | look to the future with 
excitement for Traf’s evolution, and the 
evolution of education as we know it! 
Stay tuned for upcoming initiatives and 
how to get involved! 99 


— Tara Wilkie, Chair, Parent 
Community Network. 
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ADVANCING TRAF TOGETHER 


A MESSAGE FROM 


THE PAST TOGA PRESIDENT 


IT has been my pleasure to serve 
as the President of the Trafalgar Old 
Girls’ Association until early 2021. A 
lot of change has occurred, and our 
community continues to be resilient and 
engaged. I would like to thank the TOGA 
community for trusting our leaders 
and board members when we initially 
revealed that Trafalgar was moving, and 
for supporting the decision to deepen 
our relationship with McGill through the 
CoLab connection on campus. I am very 
proud that Trafalgar is continuing to be 
a pioneer in girls’ education, and I know 
that this evolution is just the beginning 
of a new era for Traf. 


Navigating through the pandemic has 
presented challenges and also many 
opportunities for all of us. The newfound 
time and virtual avenues have in many 
ways allowed us to connect with more 
alumnae than in the past. TOGA has 
hosted quite a few virtual events and it 
has been so nice to “meet & see” many of 
you! Stay tuned for more virtual events 
and updates, look out for our newsletters, 
“like” our Facebook page, and join our 
LinkedIn group to stay connected. 


This pandemic has pushed me to re- 
think the meaning of connection. If 
there is a past classmate or teacher that 
you have been thinking of and would 
like to reach out to, check our Alumnae 
Portal to see if they are listed there! 
Trafalgar is extremely lucky to have 
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ELIZABETH PECORARO AT THE TRAF-ROSS LECTURE 


digital access to past editions of Echoes 
yearbooks Victory magazines, which are 
available in the Archives section of the 
Trafalgar website. [note: please contact 
the Advancement Office if you need help 
gaining access to any of the communica- 
tions vehicles mentioned here.] 


As we move forward with Trafalgar’s Big- 
BoldMove TOGA’s goals are to support 
the transition, rediscover our archives, 
foster a community of mentorship, and 
be more actively involved in fundraising. 
Our newly established subcommittees 
are working hard to advance our mis- 
sion, and I would like to extend my 
immense gratitude to all our past and 
present members. Lastly, I would like 
to thank Trafalgar’s Advancement staff 
team, our boards, and of course YOU for 
your support. 


— Elizabeth Pecoraro ’13 


TOGA EXECUTIVE 2020-21 


President 
Elizabeth Pecoraro 713 


Vice-President 
Aislinn Mosher ’83 


Board of Governors Reps 
Aislinn Mosher ’83 
Christina Nacos ’85 


Secretary 
Lee MacNeil 12 


Directors 

Caroline Blakely ’96 
Olivia Bruzzese °13 
Tara Cope-Wright ’87 
Meghann Cundall ’96 
Andrea Engels ’97 
Nicole Frankel 18 
Sophia Heath 715 
Sabrina Sandy 18 


TOGA EXECUTIVE 2019-20 
President 
Elizabeth Pecoraro 713 


Vice-President 
Aislinn Mosher ’83 


Board of Governors Reps 
Aislinn Mosher ’83 
Christina Nacos ’85 


Secretary 
Lee MacNeil 712 


Directors 

Caroline Blakely ’96 
Olivia Bruzzese 713 
Tara Cope-Wright ’87 
Meghann Cundall ’96 
Andrea Engels ’97 
Nicole Frankel 18 
Sophia Heath 715 
Lindsay Hollinger ’98 
Ushana Houston ’93 
Sabrina Sandy 18 
Erin Whitmore 17 
Kate Whitmore 13 
Dawn Wiseman ’84 





ADVANCING TRAF TOGETHER 


A MESSAGE FROM 
TOGA’S NEW CO-PRESIDENTS 





CAROLINE BLAKELY, ’96 


OU R years at Trafalgar have pro- 


vided us with many shared memories; 
writing the Donald House play togeth- 
er during our graduating year in 1996 
stands out for both of us! 


Today, we find ourselves working 
together again to help the TOGA com- 
munity stay connected and active, 
throughout COVID-19 and as engaged 
participants in the CoLab partnership 
with McGill’s Faculty of Education, and 
the move to campus that lies ahead. 


We both consider it a privilege to be 
TOGA Co-Presidents through these 
changing times. Our goal is for all of us 
to re-connect, both at home and abroad. 
Trafalgar alumnae live in many differ- 
ent countries and work in various fields. 
What all of us have in common is the 
strong education that we received during 
our years at Trafalgar School for Girls. 
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MEGHANN CUNDALL ’96 


Friends, classmates, teachers and events 
all contribute to the individual stories 
that each of us tells today. 


TOGA remains committed to document- 
ing both the history of the school and its 
previous students as well. This is where 
you come in. Stay in touch and don’t 
miss out on all the planned activities that 
will be taking place. 


We want to hear from you; please up- 
date your contact information and tag 
your friends. As TOGA’s membership 
continues to grow so will our presence 
and our ability to be effective. If you 
would like to volunteer, or have any ide- 
as to share, please send us an email at 
togapresident@trafalgar.qc.ca 


— Caroline Blakely Meghann Cundall, 
Class of 1996 


TOGA EXECUTIVE 2021 


Co-Presidents 
Caroline Blakely’96 and 
Meghann Cundall ’96 


Vice-President 
Aislinn Mosher, ’83 


Secretary 
Lee MacNeil, 12 


Board of Governors Reps 
Aislinn Mosher ’83 
Christina Nacos ’85 


Director 

Olivia Bruzzese °13 
Tara Cope-Wright ’87 
Andrea Engels ’97 
Nicole Frankel 18 
Sophia Heath 715 
Sabrina Sandy 18 


Please note: a new TOGA Executive will 
be voted in at the AGM in Fall 2021. 
See emails and the website for news. 
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ADVANCING TRAF TOGETHER 


MCGILL PRINCIPAL SPEAKER 
AT TRAF-ROSS LECTURE 


Traf’s last in-person Homecoming in 2019 brought together current and 
former students, teachers, staff, leaders, and friends for special events both 
at the school, and just down the street. It was a wonderful opportunity to 
share great memories, and create new ones. 
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: MS. NIKIDIS (HEAD OF SCHOOL), MARIANNA CARDIN (SUB-HEAD GIRL), MAYA HILLCOAT (HEAD GIRL), DR. SUZANNE FORTIER (MCGILL PRINCIPAL) 


As Principal and Vice-Chancellor of McGill 
University, Dr. Suzanne Fortier spends much of her time speaking 
to people; she spends even more of her time listening to them. 


She shared her enthusiasm for her role with the audience of 
students and other community members that gathered for the 
2019 Trafalgar-Ross Lecture, “We often hear of people looking 
up to those in later stages of life for inspiration, but I am also 
inspired by young people.” 


Dr. Fortier herself accomplished a great deal at a young age: 
from humble beginnings growing up in the small village of 
Saint-Timothée, her curiosity and a thirst for knowledge drove 
her to study at McGill, where she was the only student enrolled 
in the “crystallography” program~a subject that evidently still 
fascinates her. Graduating with a Ph.D. in 1976, she first worked 
at what is now the Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research 
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Institute in Buffalo, before beginning a teaching career at Queen's 
University, later serving as their Vice-Principal (Academic), then 
Vice-Principal (Research). She was also President of the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) 
before taking on her current leadership role at McGill in 2013. 


The audience heard Dr. Fortier’s reflections on her 
pathway when she joined Ms. Nikidis, Maya Hillcoat (Head Girl), 
and Marianna Cardin (Sub-Head) on stage for a (bilingual) Q&A 
and discussion after the lecture. 


She spoke about establishing “headlights” to guide her path: “For 
me, being open, purposeful, and connected, is how I decided I 
wanted to live my life, and I brought that perspective to McGill. 
You might want to ask yourself—what are your headlights? What 
will light the way for you? J’ai hate de découvrir tout ce que vous 
allez accomplir.” 





ADVANCING TRAF TOGETHER 


SUSAN SENECAL ’76 
DISTINGUISHES HERSELF 


Susan Senecal’76 is the first-ever fully bilingual, female President —_£stablished in 2007, 

1 1 ° Trafal ’s Disti ‘chad 
and Chief Executive Officer of ASW Food Services of Canada 9S" imguisne 

. . Alumna Award recognizes 

Inc., Her current position is a reflection of how hard work and the achievements of 2 
dedication can propel a career. She joined the company as an ___ particularly accomplished 
Area Manager in 1992, and went onto become Regional Director 91° S"» Whose cares! 
of Operations, General Manager Quebec, Vice President of gic. -oin tne world 
Operations, Chief Marketing Officer, and Chief Operating and canserve to inspire 
Officer before being named CEO in 2018. Outside of work, Susan = Students today. 
is Vice-Chair of the Board at the Multiple Sclerosis Society of 
Canada. She lives in Vancouver with her husband Francis, and 


has two grown sons, Matthew and Noah. 


REUNION COCKTAIL RECEPTION 


More than 100 Old Girls from all over North America joined current and former staff members at Ristorante 
Beatrice for a cocktail reception celebrating milestone anniversaries. Wendy Laws Riggs, Class of ‘59, gave 
a thoughtful and nostalgic toast, celebrating everyone's love for their school, and their teachers! 
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CELEBRATING TRAF’S 


SCHOLARS & EXPLORERS 


In 2012, Trafalgar marked its 125th anniversary with a celebration of 125 
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ALISON FISCHER ’94 

PLAYER, COACH, EDITOR 

Alison was introduced to the sport of Ultimate (think Frisbee) 
after CEGEP and joined the Middlebury College women's 
team while earning her BA. She threw herself into the sport, 
competing internationally and then coaching while raising two 
children and working as a freelance editor (she has a MSc in 
Publishing from New York University). 


After retiring from playing Ultimate competitively, Alison 
transitioned to coaching. In 2017 she was named Head Coach 
of Team Quebec Women's Ultimate, and then in 2018 Head 
Coach for Team Canada's U24 women's team. A year later, Team 
Canada won the bronze medal at the World Championships 
in Heidelberg! 


Alison says, “It was both inspiring and humbling to help lead a 
sroup of young athletes to a podium finish on the world stage.” 
In 2019 Alison was named Coach of the Year by la Fédération 
Québécoise de Ultimate and was a finalist for Entraineure haut 
niveau par excellence by the CSIM et ESIM. 


Ultimate is a sport that can be played by older athletes at a high 
level. Alison recognized this and she and other veteran players 
started the first Master’s Ultimate team, Vintage, in 2013 for women 
ages 30 and up, a team she captained for over 17 years. Her team 
had plenty of spirit, and won the spirit award twice at the Canadian 
Nationals and World Ultimate Club Championship in Italy. 


Alison feels very fortunate to have been able to compete on the 
international stage, and is happy to spend time giving back 
to the sport that gave her so much through coaching the next 
generation of awesome female-identifying athletes. 
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CHRIS-ANN NAKIS ’74 

RESTAURATEUR, ENTREPRENEUR, PHILANTHROPIST 

The recipient of countless Businesswoman of the Year awards, 
Chris-Ann Nakis (originally Chrysanthe Sclavounakis) fully 
admits that her rise to the top has been an uphill battle. 


She attended her Trafalgar graduation in a wheelchair, after 
a skiing accident left her paralyzed from the waist down. Told 
she would never walk again or have children, she went on to do 
both! After CEGEP she joined Olympic Airlines, becoming their 
#1 tour guide in Athens. Eventually returning to Montreal with 
her young daughter, she began working in restaurants, soon 
rising to the position of manager at Au poulet Doré. 


She and her then husband decided to invest in the fabled 
Rib’n Reef, and succeeded in breathing new life into it. In 2001 
the couple purchased the Baton Rouge Complexe Desjardins, 
which she took over following their divorce. Under her direction 
the restaurant become #1 in the chain for 20 years running. 


In 2012, she, her father, and daughter purchased 50% ownership 
of the storied Schwartz’s Deli on St-Laurent. Together they 
introduced the brand to grocery stores. In 2019, her father 
handed over the reins of his company to her: “I was 61, I guess 
he finally trusted me!” 


In addition to her business work, Chris-Ann is the President 
of The Shield of Athena Family Services, which aids victims of 
conjugal abuse and their children. She has also been recognized 
by the Jewish General Hospital on many occasions. She has 
been awarded a Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Award 
from the Minister of Culture of Canada in recognition of her 
philanthropic efforts. 





DAWN WISEMAN ’84 

TEACHER, LEARNER, LISTENER 

This former TOGA President’s three degrees—a Bachelor of 
Engineering from Concordia University, a Master’s in Media 
Studies also from Concordia, and a PhD in Education from 
the University of Alberta—are linked by the common thread 
of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) teaching 
and learning. 


When Dawn was an undergrad at Concordia she collaborated 
with a friend to establish an engineering summer camp. One 
life-changing day (the late) Corinne Mount Pleasant-Jetté, a 
prominent member of the First Nations community, appeared 
on her doorstep and asked: “Do you think we could run a camp 
like that for Native kids?” 


This question launched Dawn's career with the Native Access 
to Engineering Program (NAEP) and its successor Mount 
Pleasant Educational Services Inc. (Mohawk Territory of 
Kahnawa:ke). Both focused on Kindergarten-Grade 12 science 
teaching and learning through STEM-based initiatives for 
Indigenous students, teachers, and communities. Dawn was 
responsible for staffing, program development, implementation, 
and funding. 


She says she “cannot overstate how this work was foundational. 
It is where I first learned to teach and do research; where 
I developed the skills required for long-term, academic work; 
and where I began exploring the complex relationships between 
practitioners, practice, and policy. It is also where I learned 
how to walk softly, listen, and build relationships with people, 
peoples, and communities in places where different ways of 
knowing, being, and doing circulate together.” 


This education led directly to her MA and PhD research and her 
subsequent positions at McGill and Bishop's University, where 
she is now an Associate Professor in Interdisciplinary Teaching 
and Learning in the School of Education. Dawn's teaching 
and research have been recognized in multiple ways: she has 
received two teaching innovation awards at Bishop's; has been 
Principal Investigator on four grants and is co-investigator on 
seven other research grants. 


We look forward to seeing where Dawn's curious and collaborative 
spirit will take her in the years to come! 


Every year we shine the spotlight on a 


macolelave mel(o Melia Man Zalem (-ma-t-]| bari: la diate mae) 


make a name for herself. She is a... 


WOMAN 
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Emmy Zemel has learned that her most impressive 
successes have come from things that began with a pas- 
sion. As she says, “It’s a million times easier to make an 
impact when you feel connected to what you are doing!” 


One of Emmy’s passions is to help break mental 
health stigma among youth: in 2016 she co-founded 
Mindstrong Young Minds at the Jewish General 
Hospital. Working with a group of psychiatrists, she 
helped to develop a free mental health workshop that 
has been presented to several Montreal high schools 
(including Traf) reaching over 500 students. 


Now a Bachelor of Commerce graduate from McGill 

University’s Desautels Faculty of Management, Emmy’s 

passion for inspiring people is also apparent in her roles 

as Co-President and formerly VP Speaker Relations, 
Desautels Women in Business. As VP Education at 

TAMID McGill, she formed the first chapter in Canada, 
offering McGill students experiential business learning. 
Emmy is also a member of the Golden Key International 

Honour Society. 


Emmy credits much of her inspiration to her Trafalgar 
experience: “Trafalgar was instrumental in building my 
confidence to try new things. It was thanks to Traf’s 
open and accepting community that I developed an 
‘I can do anything’ mentality. Traf really shaped how I 
view opportunities, and my ability to have an impact.” 


Note: We invite Old Girls and other Traf community 
members to nominate Scholars & Explorers. Please contact 
The Advancement Office with your suggestions. 





ALUMNAE 
Notes S News 











BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN 
CURRENT AND FORMER TRAFALGAR 
STUDENTS 


JOYCE RUBBRA 
CARLYLE ’53 

sends the following message 
to her classmates: “Hello my 
golden oldie classmates! | 
have moved from London, 
Ontario to Sidney By the Sea, 
BC and am happily ensconced 
in asmall cottage five minutes 
from the sea and towering 
forests of Douglas fir. | think 
of our days at Traf quite 

often and am grateful for the 
education and friendships that 
| experienced there. | wish all 
of you a happy and fulfilled 
life! Stay loose!” 
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~ 1950s ~ 


NAN CARLIN, JUDY MOWAT, AND BARBARA WINN 
(ALL ’52) were pleased to be interviewed by Trafalgar 
students Charlotte Abbass, Reilly Blackstock, and Camryn 
Knowlton, as part of a CoLab cross-curricular project that 
involved researching, designing, and building a model of a 
park for senior citizens. 








PHILIPPA IN A WHITE, SILK DRESS--REQUIRED APPAREL FOR BOARDERS 
ON SUNDAYS. 


| 


PHILIPPA HARRIS RUSSELL ’54, a war evacuee who 
returned to living in the UK, sent us a message reflecting on 
the year she spent at Trafalgar; “I was an evacuee in WWII 
and only six when | went to Trafalgar as a boarder. During my 
year there | was ill for a little while and in bed in the medical 
room, alone most of the time. One day a VERY senior mistress 
came to see me: she brought a little bunch of lily of the valley 
with the most wonderful smell and put them by my bed. 

| hadn’t been aware of that flower before and | was so touched 
that | never forgot that important teacher’s kind action. A very 
special memory.” 





MARILYN BARRIE 
MINNES ’53 

organized and ran tours 

to Canadian War Sites in 
Belgium, France, Holland, 
Italy, the UK, and the Channel 
Islands. She also ran tours 
for private groups, one 

being for a group of veteran 
WWII typhoon pilots, whom 
she took on 17 tours to 
France, Holland, the UK and 
across Canada. She had the 
pleasure of connecting with 
a group of Trafalgar students 
that travelled to Ottawa 
along with other Montreal 
independent schools, as part 
of Operation Veteran. The 
group attended the national 
ceremony at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, and toured 
the Canadian War Museum. 





ALUMNAE 





Notes § News 





JOAN DICKISON FOSTER ’64 
helped to make it possible for a group 
of curious Trafalgar students and 

their chaperones to be a part of the 
Climate First Tour when it touched 
down at the Rialto Theatre in Fall 2019. 
Environmentalist David Suzuki, activist 
and diplomat Stephen Lewis, and rights 
activist Ellen Gabriel spoke passionately 
about the current issues facing youth 
as they inherit the challenges of a 
dramatically changing planet. The 
overarching goal of the Climate First 
Tour was to urge Canadians to consider 
environmental issues as they prepared 


to head to the polls. 


JANE BOURNE WIGHTMAN ’66 
(at right in photo) and TYLER BALL’96 
(former Head Prefect) were guest 
speakers at Traf’s Girls for the Cure 
assembly in Fall 2019. These inspirational 
women shared their personal stories 
with Traf girls in support of the cause. 

A special shoutout was given to the 
Prefect team that started it all. 








~ 1960s ~ 
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Be AINA 


HEATHER ROBINSON ’66 writes “My husband, Dan Gagnier, and | left our 
beautiful home “Sundance” in the Laurentian Mountains for a permanent move 

to Bermuda. We'd bought our Bermudian home “Woodstock" in 2015 and then 

put “Sundance” up for sale. My dear friend (I don’t dare say “old”) Barbara (Brook) 
Martin 66's husband, John, had passed away in September 2019 so we thought it 
would be great if she would join us for the Christmas & New Year’s festivities. It was 
wonderful catching up with Barb—after all it’s not everyone who can say they've 
had a friendship for some 64 years! Barb, sold her Orangeville home and has now 
moved into a beautiful spanking brand new home in Collingwood—a big move after 
35+ years but one | know she'll enjoy for many years to come.” 
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1970s ALUMNAE NOTES 8 NEWS 





KATHY FEIG ’72 began her love affair with handwriting in 
Grade 2, but her professional career in the art of beautiful 
writing only began in 1981, when she started teaching 







calligraphy. In 2017, Fraser Herald offered her a job inscribing A TOUS CEUX QUI 


coment Lis prineston oe 





Letters Patent for the Canadian Heraldic Authority, part of the 
Governor General’s office. Together with the Chief Herald, 

six Heralds have worked full-time in creating and recording 
heraldic emblems ever since. Kathy’s contribution to the Coat 
of Arms consists of executing the calligraphic work patiently 
and precisely in the designated areas, making sure that French 
and English text adjust to an equivalent space. Although 
Heraldry is a medieval tradition, any individual today can 
request a Coat of Arms from the Authority. 
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1930s ALUMNAE NOTES & NEWS 





AISLINN MOSHER ’83 has been busy, as usual! JENNIFER QUAID ’87 is Vice-Dean Research and Associate Professor 


In August 2018 she and Anitra Bostock were at University of Ottawa and a leading legal expert and scholar in the 
married with her proud family there to celebrate, fields of Organizational Criminal Liability, Corporate Accountability, and 
including daughters MORGAN DOKE 718 and Business Ethics. Jennifer was the often-quoted legal expert regarding the 


CONNOR DOKE 715 and sister JESSICA 

MOSHER ’85. In October 2018, Aislinn taught 

a public relations theory course in McMaster 
University’s Master of Communications and 
Multimedia graduate program. She recently 
worked for the Canadian Olympic Committee, and 
is now Senior Communications Advisor at CAE. 





ry Se 
9 ry a 
' = ics 
7 
Z 


i {i r | 5 


Limes | 











VISIT WITH JENNIFER AT OTTAWA 2019 REUNION. 





ALIX OHLIN ’88 Chair of the Creative Writing Department at the 
University of British Columbia and an award-winning author, Alix gave 

a talk at the Women's Canadian Club of Montreal in 2019. Former Traf 
faculty member Jane (Bourne) Wightman '66 introduced her, and several 
Traf community members (including Alix’s former teacher Diane Randall) 
were in the audience for the occasion. Following the lecture, Alix was 
ee eT te eT eet eer te presented with Trafalgar’s Distinguished Alumna Award, which her father 
HAD A GOOD VIEW FROM A SPECIAL AREA OUTSIDE, AS YOU CAN SEE accepted on her behalf at Homecoming the previous Fall. 


FROM THIS “RATHER WHIMSICAL” SELFIE, SHOWING THE ROYALS IN 
THE DISTANCE. 


KIRSTEN MACLEOD ’86 writes that she was 
invited to attend the Royal Wedding of Princess 
Eugenie to Jack Brooksbank. Eugenie was a 
student in Kirsten’s Victorian Literature seminar at 
Newcastle University in 2011. Kirsten was recently 
promoted to a senior academic position—Reader 
in Modernist Print Culture; won an award for the 
best book on American magazines published in 
2017-2018 from the Research Society for American 
Periodicals for American Little Magazines of the fin 
de siecle: Art, Protest and Cultural Transformation; 
and was the recipient of Newcastle University’s 
Vice Chancellor’s Education Excellence Award 
which recognises innovation and creativity to 





support student learning and staff development. 
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1930s ALUMNAE NOTES 8 NEWS 


MICHELLE HEISLER ’88 directed 


the play A Bintel Brief, which was 


performed by the Dora Wasserman 
Yiddish Theatre at The Segal Centre 
colan dal -lace)enalialeWAlaeom lam @xer Ke) oll 4 
of 2018. Michelle’s talents were 

also seen as a replacement Teacher 
at Traf in the English Department 
when Ms. Allison was on her 
maternity leave. Michelle is currently 
working at ECS. 





1990s 





TASHA LACKMAN ’92 is now Vice President of Montréal’s Top 20 real estate lawyers. She worked for over 
Philanthropy and Community at the Foundation of Greater 12 years for the law firm Fasken, where she rose to the rank of 
Montreal. She holds three undergraduate degrees: inlaw and __ partner. Tasha founded and directed the yoga school—Child’s 
social work (McGill University), and environmental studies Pose Fertility. She has been involved in Oxfam-Québec, the 


(University of Waterloo). Prior to her arrival at FGM, she was Girls Action Foundation, the YMCAs of Quebec, the Montreal 
Associate Director of Strategic Initiatives at McGill University. | Real Estate Foundation for Kids and the MUHC Foundation. 

A specialist in business law, Tasha was named Young Bar Before her appointment as Vice President, she served on the 
of Montreal Lawyer of the Year in 2013 and ranks among FGM Board and Community Engagement Committee. 





2000s 


ALUMNAE NOTES 8 NEWS 





DR. NAILA RAMuI ’02 completed a Masters in Bioethics 

at Columbia University, as well as her clinical fellowship in 
Maternal-Fetal Medicine at the University of Ottawa, and will 
be practicing clinically, as well as carrying out bioethics and 
clinical research in Saint John, NB, in affiliation with Dalhousie 
University. She has brought together her interests over recent 
years, presenting and publishing locally and internationally on 
the bioethics of uterine transplantation, obesity and stillbirth, 
ultrasound in twin pregnancies, conflicts of interest, ethical 
changes in obstetrics during the COVID-19 pandemic, difficult 
decision-making in high-risk pregnancies, and the bioethics of 
translating limited evidence into clinical practice. 








31, 2019. She w 
she left her job as a vice president in transaction advisory to 


tes that she also has another “baby,” of sorts: 


start her own business — a baby/kids’ company producing 
quality, practical, yet whimsical products, called Melii Baby | 
(www. Meliibaby.com). She started-the company with-her best 
friend, and it’s a women-owned business. After having babies, 
they realized that there was a void in the market — there 
werent enough companies offering safe, cute products for 
kids that were affordable to all parents. 





SUPRIYA DWIVEDI ’02 


discussed the ethnic vote in 











the September 2019 issue 
of The Walrus magazine. 
Supriya is also a regular 
political panelist on CBC’s 
Power & Politics. 


DIANA MENZIES ’06 shared her expertise as a 
Management Consultant at McKinsey & Company at the 
2020 Virtual Career Day. 





KATHERINE PERROTTA ’07 writes that she is working 

at an International high school in Vancouver, and is married 

to Kelsey Wong, an accomplished pastry chef with ambitions 
to open her own bakery. Katherine, taught English for several 
years In the UK and moved to teach English at a French 
Immersion school. She hopes she can live up to the brilliant 
examples set by all her teachers at Traf, and make them proud! 





KIMBERLEY FORTIN ’08 writes, “I had a surprise 
encounter with fellow Traf student NADINE MARTE ’07. We 
ran into each other at the World Nomad Games in Kyrgyzstan, 


and it was so great to meet another Trafite onthe other side 
of the world!” 
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2000s 


ALUMNAE NOTES 8 NEWS 





SUZI ERDAN ’08 married Ryan Schmelzle in 
July of 2019. Her sisters TALIA ERDAN ’07 and 
LEYLA ERDAN 710, as well as MIRANDA THYSSEN 
08 from her class, were part of the wedding party. 
There were several Traf students from her class 
celebrating this happy occasion as well. 


4 


| a 
FROM LEFT TO RIGHT (ALL CLASS OF ’08): CAITLIN TESSLER, ZOYA 
CHAUDHRY, SUZI ERDAN, NATASHA TEICH, MICHELLE AIKMAN CARTER 








HANNAH MALDOFF ’08 was Traf’s first- 
ever virtual Career Day keynote speaker in April 
2020. She shared her expertise as a People & 
Culture Strategist. 
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KATHERINE WAGNER ’09 graduated from Yale University with a 

PhD in Economics. Her dissertation research focused on the design of 
markets for natural disaster insurance. She is excited to continue working 
on environmental and climate change policy as a Postdoctoral Fellow 

at the Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research. In July 2021, she 
joined the University of California, Berkeley as an Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics. 





EMILY FOWNES ’08 received her Professional Master of Education 
from Queen’s University as a Classroom Specialist. PME is a part-time 
and online program designed for those who wish to complete their 
degree while working. 
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2010s ALUMNAE NOTES 8 NEWS 





SASHA VAN FRANK-ADLER ’11 married Louis Gervais 

(a Selwyn House grad) at his family’s cottage in Sutton in 

the summer of 2019. 2011 classmates HALEY WISEMAN, 
BEATRICE SCHARF-PIERZCHALA and REBECCA ABELSON 
were all there! The couple first met at Trafalgar when Louis 
came in to share his experience going on the service trip to 
the Dominican Republic. Sasha is a Guidance Counsellor 
with the English Montreal School Board, having graduated 
from McGill in 2019 with an MA in Counselling Psychology. 
She also completed a GrDip in Youth Work (2017) and a BA in 
Psychology (2016) from Concordia. 
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CHRISTINA-MARIE PHELPS AND CASSIE JONES 712 AT THE UNDER PRESSURE GRAFFITI 
FESTIVAL 





CASSIE JONES ’12, outdoor Du Killa-Jewel aka JULIE 
FAINER ’97, and former Traf staff member Christina Marie 
Phelps represented at the 23rd annual Under Pressure 
Festival. Cassie and Christina went on to participate in an 
event co-created by Cassie called: “Growth on the Horizon: 
A day of Arts-based Healing at McGill University”, which 
used participatory arts-based methods, installations, and 





BEATRICE SCHARF-PIERZCHALA, SASHA, REBECCA ABELSON, HALEY WISEMAN (NON- 





GRAD) - ALL CLASS OF 2011 workshops to address gender-based violence and rape culture 
on campus. The goal was to use the healing arts to begin 
ALEXIA CAPITINA, SHAELYN CARROLL, ALEXA conversations and heal the divide between administration, 
FOGEL, REBECCA GEKHT, AND NICOLE SASSON professors, staff, students, community, activists and survivors, 
(all Class of 2014) were thrilled to return to Traf to judge the including invited Montreal CEGEPs, Universities, government 


2019 House Plays! stakeholders, community, artists, among others, with over 
| 500 people in attendance and 30+ arts workshops. 








NICOLE FISHER *12 and KAREN TAM 795 were the Art 
& Photography competition judges during ArtsFest 2019. 
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2010s 


ALUMNAE NOTES 8 NEWS 








ELIZABETH PECORARO’13 (past 
TOGA President) earned her BComm 
from Concordia's John Molson School 


of Business in 2019. 
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In her final year at McGill, CHRISTINA 
WAGNER 714 contributed to the 
McGill Novice Artistic Swimming 

Team winning gold at the CUASL 
National Championships in Ottawa. 
She then spent the month of May 2019 
completing her final Nursing internship 
in a Youth clinic located in the Cree 
Community of Chisasibi on James 

Bay. It was an amazing way to finish 

her Bachelors degree! Since July 2019, 
Christina has been working as a Nurse 
Clinician at the Jewish General Hospital 
in their neonatal intensive care unit and 
shared her expertise at 2020 Virtual 
Career Day. 








KATIE ROTCHIN’15 cooked up a chocolate storm on the Food 
Network’s Great Chocolate Showdown. Katie also visited Traf’s Food & 


Nutrition Course. 





2010s ALUMNAE NOTES 8 NEWS 





SOPHIA HEATH ’15 is co-president 
of Monthly Dignity—an organization 
providing menstrual hygiene products 
to women in precarious situations— 
introduced this initiative to our Traf 
girls. Thanks to a friendly House 
competition, Trafalgar is proud to have 
contributed almost 7,000 supplies to 
this worthy cause! 








ANNABEL GUTHERZ 716 is committed to using her talents as a force 
for positive change. In addition to launching her social enterprise, Annie's 















Pajammies, which helps facilitate access to education across the globe, 
Annabel wrote and released an original song, "Legends," to raise money 
for those who need it most. She said, "Inspired by the agents of change, 
spearheading the predominant movements and marches shaping our 
tomorrow, | felt compelled to contribute... | decided to write "Legends", 
a song whose total proceeds will be donated to charity.” We were thrilled 
to have Annabel make a surprise appearance (and perform) at Traf’s Arts 
Festival last May. Annabel is currently a Berklee College of Music student 
and is set to release her debut album, Loose Ends, in 2021. 


ALEXANDRA HILLCOAT 16 earned a Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) Undergraduate 


Student Research Award, granting her a federally funded summer 
internship assisting with existing projects at Concordia University’s 
SCN lab. She volunteered at the lab for over a year, in addition to 
studying in Concordia’s Honours B.A. of Psychology program. 





ALUMNAE NOTES & NEWS includes updates received between 2019 and 2020. 
Later updates will appear in the next issue. 
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ALUMNAE IN MEMORIAM 


GRACE “RHONA” WURTELE GILLIS 40 





January 17, 2020. Sister of the late Edith Jean Wertele ’37 and twin 
sister of Isabella “Rhoda” Wurtele Eaves 40. Great-aunt of Caroline 
Eaves 701. Grandmother of Kristina Andersen ’03. 


The entire Trafalgar community was 
saddened to hear about Rhona’s passing, 
so soon after she and her sister received 
the Order of Canada As the New York 
Times noted in their obituary on January 
26th 2020, Rhona was known as one half of 
Canada’s famous, “flying twins” who in 1948 
were the only women named to Canada’s 
Alpine skiing team at the Winter Olympics 
in Switzerland. Rhona and her sister were 
pioneers in alpine skiing and champions 


ALSO REMEMBERED 


Evelyn “Lyn” Berens Cash ‘40 
July 10, 2019. Mother of the late 
Patricia Aristhaia Cash ’68 and 
Katherine B. Cash’7o 


Elizabeth MacLaren Polis 40 
August 27, 2018. Grandmother 
of Vienna Napier ’os and Cassia 
Napier ’07 


Dorothy Shirley Dixon Dunlop 43 


February 28, 2019. 


Mary Finley Riley 44 
August 13, 2019. 


Margaret “Betty” Torrance 
Tilley 44 May 28, 2020. 


Nancy Bruneau Buckham ‘46 
March 23, 2020. 


42 VICTORY SPECIAL ISSUE 2021 


Jean Sinnamon Eakins 47 
October 30, 2018. Sister of Sheila 
Richardson ’45 


Johanne “Jo” Finlayson 
Freeman 48 April 29, 2019. 


Margaret “Peggy” Spencer 
Blaiklock ’50 
September 11, 2018. Sister of the late 


law of Kathleen M. Barr Spencer’54. 


Suzanne Brown Hall *51 
June 14 2020. 


Ruth “Betsey” Teed Hazen ’*55 
March 21, 2020. 


Joan Mann Wenzel *56 
August 16, 2018. 


of winter sports, who shared their passion 
by teaching thousands of Canadians to ski 

in a half-century as instructors. When a 
group of Trafalgar students and staff visited 
Rhona and Rhoda to mark the opening of the 
2018 Olympics in PyeongChang, they were 
excited to discuss their recent involvement 
in launching a new ski hill within the city (see 
the last issue of Victory magazine for more). 
Trafalgar is very proud to be the place where 
so much began for this incredible woman. 


Mary Udd Belfoi ’59 
February 15, 2020. 


Wendy Davies Siebrasse ’61 
July 20, 2019. 


Patricia “Ellen” Aristhaia Cash ’68 
September 30, 2018. Daughter of the 
late Evelyn “Lyn” Berens Cash ’4o. Sister 
of Katherine B. Cash’70 


Marilyn D. Spencer Cuttle 46. Sister-in- 


Dr. Susan Solymoss ’72 May 20, 2020. 
Nancy Jane Ward ’76 October 2019. 


Daphne Louise Wollmann Hird ’78 
January 24, 2019. 


Wendy Lynn Vanderheyden ’85 
February 10, 2020. Sister of Cindy 
Vanderheyden ’86 





STAFF NOTES & NEWS 


CELEBRATIONS 





Kirsten Offer Erika Medeiros 
Kirsten Offer (Traf’s music teacher) and 
her family welcomed Tyson August Jen-Wei 
Schallmann into the world on November 4 


2020. Big sister Ava loves her baby brother! 


FAREWELLS 


Erika Medeiros (Advancement Coord.) wrote 
to tell her colleagues that baby girl Nylah was 
born on April 23rd. We are all adjusting well 
and Nathan is such an amazing big brother! 


Rachael Diamant 

Rachael Diamant (who replaced Gail Cornell as 
the school’s Learning Specialist) and her family 
welcomed Theo Diamant to the world on June 
11th 2.021, a little brother for Felix. 





Kathleen Cook 

Kathleen Casey-Cook retired in June 2020, after an amazing 
24-year career as a Traf’s Phys. Ed. teacher, department head, 
and coach (topped off by a GMAA win for the Midget team in 
her retirement year!) One of the many moving tributes that 
came in from former students upon news of her retirement 
was this one: “I always looked forward to the classes you taught 
and being on the teams you coached. You helped me improve 
my skills in sports by pushing me to be my best. It only height- 
ened my love for sports and made me curious to try different 
ones. You also helped build life skills, supported my goals, and 
kept an eye on me.” Mara Joana Howard ’11 


Gail Cornell 

Gail Cornell retired in June 2020, after 16 years of teaching and 
supporting students as a learning specialist at Traf. was always 
a kind cheerleader for me during my time at Traf. This tribute 
from an alum is typical of the messages relayed to her, “ Pa- 
tient, thoughtful and eloquent, Ms. Cornell inspired me to love 
learning.” Johanna Brenner ’09 


Genevieve Guay 

Genevieve Guay started working at Traf in August 2003, and 
taught French in all grades at one point or another, as well as 
histoire, history, and Monde contemporain. She organized the 
Grade 9s Québec city trip for many years, and accompanied 
students on exchanges to England, Italy and Finland. She will 
be fondly remembered by Ross House members as a devoted 
House Mom for several years! 


Sharon Cozens 

As Traf’s Director of Advancement for 14 years, Sharon Cozens 
forged strong connections with alumnae and other communi- 
ty members, and steered the school through fundraising cam- 
paigns as well as its 125th anniversary. We'll miss her smile and 
cheery ways, but know that as an Honorary Old Girl shell be 
back for many Traf events. 


Mary Kate Jackson 

Ms. Jackson’s contributions as an English teacher, advisor, 
coach, and chef over her nine years at Traf will be cherished 
by her colleagues and students. The Class of 2020 will treasure 
memories of her helping with the door-to-door personal deliv- 
ery of their graduation certificates—her smiles were at least as 
big as theirs! 


Kelly Carrier 

Kelly Carrier moved to the Townships in late 2020, after several 
years of working first in the Advancement Office and then the 
Admissions Office at Trafalgar. She has remained connected 
with Trafalgar in various ways, including by doing some re- 
mote work for the school. 


Roberta Tyler Wood 

Our condolences to the family and friends of Roberta Tyler 
Wood, who taught at Trafalgar from 1988 to 1996. She passed 
away on August 28th 2019. 
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Alissa Sklar, Chair of the Board of Governors 








This has been a time during which all 
of us have learned so many new things, 
about how strong we can be when called 
upon, about the value of community, about 
how we must sometimes let ourselves be 
suided and helped, about how we can step 
up to help those around us. 


I am so very proud of everyone in this 
school community for coming together 
when it was needed most. These are 
valuable lessons that we will all carry with 
us for the rest of our lives. Last Spring, the 
senior students enjoyed a presentation 
with Rabbi Lisa Grushcow and Dr. 
Amal ElSana on fostering dialogue in 
challenging times. Among the many 
takeaways was Dr. ElSana’s beautiful 
advice from her mother to “be like the 
river, not the lake,” that is to be open to 
new experiences and ideas in your life. 


| want to congratulate all Trafalgar 
students on their hard work, on rolling 
with the punches, on their continued good 
humour, energy and resilience. Thanks 
also to our parents for entrusting their 
daughters’ education to Trafalgar, and for 
the important roles they play as volunteers 
and supporters of this wonderful school. 


Of course, an extra-special thank you 
goes to Trafalgar teachers and staff. They 
ensure the school is always a welcoming, 
stimulating and vital place. Classes 
(real and virtual), house activities, and 
milestone occasions have had a new 
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resonance; they became the light that got 
so many through a difficult time. That 
effort on their part has taken an extra 
special level of love and commitment. 


Thank you to the members of the 
soverning board for their time and 
expertise, not only in the governance of 
this school but also in the exciting work 
being done to help realize the CoLab 
partnership with McGill University and 
our move to beautiful new premises on 
the corner of Peel and Pine. Thanks also to 
the Trafalgar Ross Foundation, caretaker 
of the school’s endowment, chaired by 
Susan Stevenson. The Foundation works 
tirelessly for the school’s benefit and plays 
a critical role in the realization of our 
strategic initiatives. 


Thank you also to our devoted alumnae 
around the world, who have shared their 
memories, thoughts and support for our 
plans. We are developing the Trafalgar 
of the future with the utmost respect for 
its history and legacy. Your continued 
support will be critical to realizing that 
vision. 


Finally, my sincere thanks to Trafalgar’s 
Head of School, Katherine Nikidis, for 
her exceptional leadership, passionate 
commitment to the school and the people 
within it, and her boundless energy, 
warmth, and creativity. I have always said 
that it is a privilege to work with her; this 
has never been truer than at this time. 


TRAFALGAR BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS (2021) 


Executive 

Alissa Sklar (Chair) 

Christina Nacos ’85 (Vice-Chair) 
James Perry (Secretary) 

Alison Shore (Treasurer) 
William Knowlton (Advancement Chair) 
Bruce Bolton 

Roberta Bolton 

Eimile Bouas 

Christiane-Marie Cantwell 16 
Rev. Glenn Chestnutt 

Meghann Cundall ’96 

Dean Fisher 

Aislinn Mosher ’83 

Michael Nardone 

Nadia Petrolito 

Susan Stevenson 

Tara Wilkie 

Elizabeth Wood 

Ex-Officio 

Katherine Nikidis (Head of School) 


Please note: new Board members will 
be voted in at the AGM in Fall 2021. 
See emails and the website for updates. 


IN MEMORIAM 


The Trafalgar Board and full community 
were sad to hear of the loss of Donald Bruce 
Wilkie on January 30th 2019. A Trafalgar 
Board of Governors Chair, Vice-Chair and 
Member, as well as Vice-Chair and Member 
of the Trafalgar-Ross Foundation, Don and 
his wife Penny have long been dedicated Traf 
supporters. Their daughter, Tara, is a Board 
member and chair of the Parent Community 
Network, grand-daughter Wellesley graduat- 
ed in ’21, and Isla is a current student. 
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